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CLASSIFIEDS 

Bobcat contractor for hire 
 

Slashing, clearing, small earthworks, levelling, 
preparation for sheds, carports, water tanks and 

paving and clean ups 
Ring  Steve 0407190258 or email ste-

phenscroope@bigpond.com 

Bates' Fencing &Machine Hire  
-Large 90hp Compact Track Loader. 
Tracks ensure minimal ground disturbance. 
- 900 mm Trencher ideal for pipe / cable laying 
- 6 ft slasher for paddock, scrub  & advanced re-
growth clearing with tree pusher, ideal  for fence 
line maintenance. 
- 1600mm Road Broom / sweeper  
- 300mm post hole auger 

- Bucket, dozer blade , pallet & hay 
forks 
- Fan assisted sprayer for difficult 
terrain  
- Experienced operator 

- Fully insured & GST registered 
- Experienced in Rural fence design & construc-
tion 
Call Mark on  02 64580225 

 WANTED 

Old crockery of any colour except white, can 
have patterns, can be broken. 

Please contact Sue Collins 64580287 or the NH, 
or leave at the Bonang Hall. 

Septic getting full? 
Robert Hampshire will pump out your loo. Septic 

tanks, porta-loos— no problems Truck has capacity 
to handle 2 tanks/trip Phone:  0417423983  

Please keep your old glass bottles for Robert too 
as he is a passionate collector. 

3 female pigs for sale 
4-5months old 

Contact the Neighbourhood 
House 

FOR HIRE 
The Tubbut Neighbourhood House has the follow-

ing for Hire: 
Trailer—$5.00 per day 

Wood Splitter—$10.00 per day 
You can also borrow many of our books & gadgets: 
Laminator, recording VHS to DVD player, Laptop, 
tablet, digital photo scanner, convert photos, slides 

or negatives to digital, record records to USB 

 The Tubbut Tattler is produced by the Coordinators of the Tubbut Neighbourhood 
House which is funded by the Victorian Government. Material herein is the responsi-
bility of the authors and does not represent the views of the DVICG or Tubbut Neigh-
bourhood House unless stated. We welcome material from, and of interest to, people 
in the border areas of East Gippsland and NSW.  

Tattler Contributions:  We welcome your ar-
ticles, news, reports on local groups, photos from 
local events, milestones, interesting stories, po-

ems, biographies, births, deaths, historical items, 
and more.   We also welcome any letters to the 

editors. 

Available for cleaning (only) 
Contact Natasha 64588162 or 0408477774 

Orbost Solar and Electrical 
Happy to come to our area and comes highly  
recommended by the Tubbut Neighbourhood 

House 
Call Ben on 0434038395 

Delegate Multi Purpose Service  
Craigie St, Delegate 
Wellness Clinic  
Mon, Tue, Thur and Fri 10.30am - 11.30am  
Every week except public holidays.  
No Appointments necessary.  
A clinic where well people come for health 
monitoring and a variety of nursing procedures such 
as: 

Wound care  
Blood pressure readings  
Blood sugar readings  
Non-urgent and pre-operative 

Electrocardiograms (ECG)  
Health Assessments 
Suture or clip removal  
Injections with Doctors written order  
Other procedures that do not require a Doctor  
 

Pathology clinic (conducted by Pathology 
West) 
Wednesday 9.30am – 10.30 am.  
No appointment necessary.  
Every week except public holidays.  
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Tubbut Neighbourhood House 

Big Bonang Arvo 
 
Well another successful Big Bonang Arvo is done and dusted and we feel that even with a few 
changes to this years event all went well. The Neighbourhood House with much help from 
Birgit took on the support role with Orbost regional Health in organising the day.  A lovely 
lunch was provided by the Bonang Hall Committee along with some very valuable helpers. The 
change from dinner to lunch didn't impact attendance. 
 The fact that we had no GP this year was unfortunate as that service  is always well attended 
but we did have the pleasure of offering skin cancer checks with Dr Ann Miller  who along with 
her husband travelled all the way from Sale to offer this service, Ann was flat out all afternoon 
with 15 min appointments fully booked, unfortunately some missed out but lets hope that she 
can return for next years event.  
It was great to have the CEO Anthony Basford, General manager Stuart McConnell and 
Councillor Mark Reeves ( apologies from CR Ben Buckley) from he East Gippsland Shire in 
attendance  this gave locals the opportunity to chat with them about any issues they may have 
had. 
The Shire Reps then took the opportunity to stay over night  in Delegate and talk with the 
Community the following morning. They then travelled out to Tubbut to chat with the 
community in regard to the School buildings and their future plans for the facilities, then on to 
catch up with the Bendoc Community. 
The services on offer this year were: 
Physio                                                                                    Generalist Counsellor                                                                              
Health Nurse (NSW)                                                          Emergency Management                                                            
Dietician                                                                               ORH Health Director 
EGSC and Councillors 
Skin Cancer Checks 
NDIS 
Financial Councillor  
Dept of Ag 
Neighbourhood House                                                  Unfortunately  Sam, the Women's Health  
Emerald Link                                                                    Nurse was unable to attend this year but  
Police                                                                                   we hope to see her back next year. 
DELWP 
CFA 
Library Bus 

Photos from Snowy River Mail  
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Tubbut Neighbourhood House 

Tubbut Hall Committee  
meeting Wednesday 20th of November at 3pm in the Supper Room 

All Welcome  
To elect new committee and discuss proposed management of school facilities in the hope they 

remain in the community. 

Mobile Library Bus 
November—14th, 28th 
December—12th 
The library bus stops at—Bendoc (near hall)                     9.00am    -    9.45am 
                                           - Delegate River (near Tavern)  10.45am  -   11.30am 
                                           - Tubbut  (near hall)                     1.00pm    -    1.45pm 
                                           - Bonang (near hall)                      2.30pm  -     3.00pm 
                                            -Goongerah (near school)           3.30pm  -      4.00pm 

Save the Date:  Tubbut Neighbourhood House & Bonang Hall 
Committee Christmas get together 
Saturday 14th December see next Tattler for further details. 
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Bowen Therapy and Shiatsu 
Bowen Therapy was developed by Tom Bowen in Geelong in the 50s, Tom Bowen has become legend, 
due mostly to the effectiveness of his treatment protocals.  
Bowen Therapy is a very gentle system of cross fibre, muscle and tendon release. Very gentle and yet 
profound in its effectiveness. Allowing the body to recalibrate, the body's intelligence moves towards 
homeostasis, basically optimum health through balance. 
Bowen Therapy is great for chronic and acute imbalance, is usually undertaken on a massage table 
through clothing. 
Shiatsu is the japanese word for finger pressure and is a treatment with its origins in Traditional 
Chinese Medicine. Performed on a futon, fully clothed it involves palming pressure along the body's 
meridian systems, gentle stretching, acupressure(point holding), that is, Acupuncture without the 
needles!  Shiatsu aims to allow the body to rebalance and recalibrate. Usually after a treatment you 
are left with a deep sense of calm and centerdness. 
Lisa 'Red' Hohenfels is a Massage, Bowen Therapy and Shiatsu Practitioner with over 20 years 
experience. working for a number of years in Central Victoria (mostly Daylesford) under the trading 
name of RedSpa Sanctuary, check it out on Facebook and Tripadvisor. 
I have set a treatment space at home and am more than happy to discuss various treatment options 
and general enquiries  0422 130 569 
 Lisa and Grant have recently made the move to call Tubbut home. 
We are pretty happy to be in this amazing bit of wilderness and look forward to meeting more of the 
unique individuals who also call east gippsland home. 
I have set a treatment space at home and am more than happy to discuss various treatment options 

and general enquiries  0422 130 569 

New kids on the block 
Hi I’m Grant. My partner and I recently moved in to Tubbut and we love it here. What a beautiful part 
of the world. We moved from central Vic goldfields area. I went to Daylesford 5 years ago because I 
wanted to live in the country but the rat race is creeping its way out toward Bendigo and Ballarat. 
Daylesford and Castlemaine are pretty much suburbs of Melbourne these days. Recon I can safely say 
we have moved to the country now. It’s a bit of a home coming for me; I grew up In Lakes, Bairnsdale 
and Maffra before moving to the city.  
 I am a bricklayer and a construction landscaper. I specialise in lime based rendering and lime mortar 
brick work; Spent the last few years repairing gold rush era buildings.  

I will probably have to travel for work but would prefer to earn a $ locally. Any offers welcome. 

0456402001 

Local News 
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What’s On  

Xmas card Workshop  
Bonang Hall 28th November  

10 am  
BYO lunch and $5.00 
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What’s On 

Orbost Autumn 
Festival Community 

Art Exhibition 
March 17th—April 19th 

 
Enquiries to Audrey 

Van den Berg 
0351541425 
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Odds and Ends 

                                                                                                             Markets 
 
Bairnsdale Farmers Market                                 1st Sat of month                     Next market 7th Dec 
8.00am 
                                                                                                                
Paynesville Farmer & Makers Market              4th Sat of month                     Next market 23rd Nov 
8.30-1.30 
                                                                                                                   
Howitt Park  Market                                             4th Sun of month                   Next market 24th Nov 
8.00– 1.00 
                                                                                                                
Wyndham Village Market                                    4th Sun of month                   Next market 24th Nov 
8.30– 1.00 
                                                                                                                
Merrimbula seaside Market                                3rd Sun of month                   Next market 17th Nov 
8.00– 12.30 
                                                                                                                   
Eden local produce Market                                  3rd Sat of month                    Next market 16th Nov 
10.00– 2.00 
                                                                                                                   
Pambula Market                                                     2nd Sun of month                  Next market 10th Nov 
8.00– 1.00 
                                                                                                                 
Candelo Market                                                       1st Sun of month                   Next market 1st Dec 
8.30– 12.30 
 
Mallacoota                                                                 1st Sat of month                     Next market 7th Dec 

Deodorant Paste 

This is actually very similar to the toothpaste recipe, 
which makes for compact travelling. This recipe works 
well for day-to-day use and more active days. 

What you’ll need: 

 2 heaped tbsp of coconut oil 

 1 tsp of bicarb soda 

 10-20 drops of essential oil – we love rosemary, 
lemongrass, lavender, thyme, tea tree or geranium 

 some people like to add other ingredients, such as 
clay or arrowroot powder. Try experimenting with a 
blend that works for you. 

 1 clean jar 
To make: 

1. Place all ingredients in a small bowl. 

2. Mix with a fork until well combined. 

3. Place in a clean jar for use. 

4. To use, spread evenly on fingers or palm and apply. 

Deodorant Spray 

This recipe is handy if you prefer a lighter deodorant 
spray, or for less active days. 

What you’ll need: 

 1 tsp bicarb soda 

 100ml warm water 

 10-20 drops essential oil – lemongrass, tea tree, 
thyme, rosemary, lavender or geranium 

 spray bottle 
Bicarb-free Deodorant Spray 

 spray bottle 

 1 part apple cider vinegar 

 1 part water 
To make: 

1. Place all the ingredients in a spray bottle. We use and 
refill an old deodorant bottle. 

2. Shake well until combined 

3. Use a few squirts each day. 
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Extract from the Herald Melbourne Dated: 18/8/1896. 
 

GOLDEN VICTORIA. EAST V WEST. FIFTEEN MILES OF REEFS.FAR 
OFF BONANG. 

Why go to Coolgardie? Was the key note of the opening article in this series, and every fresh development 
seems to re- echo the enquiry and emphasise astonishment that men and money should poor into the 
Western colony. With its deadly climate and manifold discomforts. While so many fields of proved value lie 
open nearer to home. Offering rich returns to the pick of the prospector and the money of the inventor. 
Bonang is the latest addition to the reviving fields of Golden Gippsland, and recent reports from this remote 
corner of the Croajiugalong prompted a visit of inspection and inquiry during the last fortnight. 
Yet it was worth the toil and discomfort to find hidden away behind the mountains of the coast range a chain 
of shafts and workings extending in direct line from South to North for fifteen or sixteen miles, and showing 
as they do, almost without exception gold- bearing stone scarcely in any case running less than one ounce per 
ton, and often running up to four or five ounces. 
And that is Bonang. 
Gold has been obtained here in more or less quantity for over 30 years, not an ounce of which has been 
credited to Victoria, all being sent to Delegate.  
Some 120 pound per month is paid by tradesmen and settlers for carriage of goods by Water and land from 
Melbourne. Every penny of this is lost to Victoria since goods, though purchased in this city, are shipped by 
the Tasmanian boats, go first to Launceston, thence to Sydney, thence to Twofold Bay, and thence are carried 
by the NSW teamsters 120 miles or more. 
Fodder and other produce are obtained also from New South Wales. And all this money goes out of the 
colony for lack of a road for wheel traffic to Orbost, which could be made practicable for 2000 pound. The 
only means of communication which exists is a bridle track for the most part through short sections of road 
which have been formed. 
BONANG!! But where is Bonang and what is it?? Very probably few even among mining men know though 
Bonang has been the scene of more or less prosperous mining for over 30 years. 
Situated nearly 300 miles from Melbourne, and but 12 miles from the border of NSW… at Bendoc the ultham 

thule of Gippsland. Bonang is geographically a Victorian post town. Practically , however through the 

neglect of the Victorian authorities to provide means of communication, it is a New South Wales dependency, 

for though on the mail route through  
Orbost, no road exists between these places by means of which traffic can be carried on. Only an enemy 
indeed would recommend a trip to Bonang, especially in midwinter, as not a pleasant holiday excursion. 
One hundred and seventy miles by train, 40 by steamer, 35 by coach, 55 in the saddle, mud and slush 
everywhere, snow and sleet, cold and wet day after day, steep mountains, swollen creeks. Truly a pleasure 
trip! And to reach Bonang, in winter, at all events all these must be encountered and overcome. 
It’s a choice track too. Yet there’s an “infinite variety “ in travelling over it. You hang on one moment by your 
horses mane to avoid slipping over his tail while he climbs like cat up one side of a mountain, then grab the 
back of your saddle to keep from pitching over his head while he slides and stumbles down the other, and 
plunges through a rushing torrent below before he repeats the performance over the next hill. By and by you 
lie down flat to escape collision with the overhanging branches, while your horse stumbles along over 
scattered boulders and gnarled roots and brings up in the middle of a mountain stream bountifully strewn 
with fallen timber. No wonder people don’t know much about Bonang! 
Long experience has taught me however, to place implicit confidence in my horse under such circumstances, 
and leaving him to his own devices he carried me through without disaster. All the same, it was by no means 
unpleasant to reach the end of ones days journey at Reid’s, from 40 to 50 miles from Orbost, after nearly 12 
hours travelling. 
Thence to Bonang and indeed over small portions between Orbost and Reid’s the road has been formed, 
and though the hills are lofty and steep, yet travelling is by no means difficult or arduous., and again making 
a start before daylight, we got to Bonang  about half past 8 o’clock on Friday morning, practically three and 
a half days from Melbourne. 
To describe Bonang as a township is somewhat difficult. Side by side at one point on the west side of the 
Bonang River stand the Hotel and Post Office. The only other building in sight is the School about a half a 
mile away among the trees. The Store, I was informed was up the street at the other end of the town, a 
somewhat confusing direction, as neither street nor town could be discovered. Further inquiry, however 
brought to light a track leading up a steep incline into timbered country, and after walking this for about a 
mile and a half, the poppet heads of a mine revealed themselves, and close at hand a modest store of 
galvanised iron, and a number of cottages. 
 
 

History  (Bonang) 
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Here I found Mr Richard Petree, the representative of Bonang in the Orbost Shire Council, a gentleman to 
whom I am indebted for much valuable information, and likewise for the coldest, wettest, and roughest I’ve 
had for some years. Also G.D Sullivan M.E the manager of the Bonang mine and crushing works, who also 
kindly assisted me in getting information on mining in the district. 

  

History (Bonang) 

Original article for the 
Herald Melbourne 
18/8/1896 (Re-typed above 
as original didn’t copy very 
well.) 
 

 
 
 
 
Thanks very much to 
David and Ila hardy 
who sent us this article 
after reading last 
months Tattler  
It  gives a bit more 
detail about the 
October Tattler cover 
photo of the Bonang 
Post Office and Hotel.  
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T is for Tubbut, one of those rare instances – at least in East Gippsland – where the official locality and 
parish have the same name and boundaries. 
 
Tubbut is an Aboriginal word from the Yuin language. The traditional owners are the Ngarigo and Bidawal 
people. 
 
Tubbut was an outstation of Thomas Mathew Moore's pastoral run, Burnima, in 1838.  The following year, 
Angus McMillan and Jimmy Gibber, ‘chief’ of the Monaro Tribe, travelled from Currawong on the Monaro 
through the Tubbut area. An extract from McMillan's diary records that on 28 May 1839 “we got to a station 
called Tibbut where I was kindly received by the hut keeper.” Their journey was in search of grazing lands, 
and they followed the traditional route of the local Aboriginal tribes. 
 
Thomas Moore’s niece Louisa married William Whittakers. They lived with Moore at Burnima, until 
Whittakers bought the Tombong run from him. The Whittakers, with their first daughter, Minnie, shifted to 
Tombong; some of their 10 other children were born there. Tombong was sold to Donald Ross and 
Whittakers then bought Tubbut(t), also from Moore, in 1848. The family moved there in 1851 and occupied it 
for 20 years. Louisa’s aunt, Martha Moore joined them after selling her school in Sydney. 
 
In 1854, Tubbut was identified as a way-point on the route from Eden to the Omeo diggings – though it 
seems a rather round-about path from Sydney to Omeo. 
 
In 1864, field geologist Norman Taylor reported from Delegate River: “I am now going up the Delegete River, 
across the watershed, and down the Jingalala, or, as it here termed, the Tebbut or Deddic River to the 
Snowy, and round the mountainous country there, by which time I hope the weather will allow me to 
penetrate into the lower country.” 
 
A.W. Howitt and his family visited in 1868 and described the Tubbut station, set a tongue of land in a bend 
of the Jingalalla (Deddick) River, as consisting of a string of bark roofed huts ‘in a row like crows on a rail’. 
(See images for more detail.) 
 
In 1870, Minnie Whittakers married Eyre Louis Bruce, a member of Alexander Black’s survey team.  Their 
daughter became the famous Australian author Mary Grant Bruce. 
 
William Whittakers was apparently the only JP for a very wide area.  There is an 1870 account of a stabbing 
at Bonang, when the police based in Bendoc arrested the suspect and transported him to Tubbut, only to find 
that Whittakers was away.  They then had to take the man back to Bendoc and ultimately to a magistrate in 
NSW before he could be charged. 
 
Although there were dray routes to the Monaro, Whittakers drove cattle to Bairnsdale, crossing the Snowy at 
McKellar’s crossing, the present site of McKillops Bridge, then through Wulgulmerang to Buchan. 
Eventually, after problems with sheep and the prospect that rents for his leasehold were increasing, 
Whittakers decided to move closer to markets and bought land near Traralgon, leaving in 1872. The sheep 
were sold, partly it appears, to clear a debt to Miss Moore, who had left to live with Minnie and her husband 
in Bairnsdale.  The cattle were mustered and driven to the Latrobe Valley in February 1872. The family rode 
out the next month, leaving their long-term home on the Jingallala. 
 
In the days before Federation, customs duties were payable on cattle brought from the Monaro to Victoria.  
For some obscure reason, Tubbut was selected as the location for inspection of such cattle and the payment 
of fees.  The newspapers carry regular complaints about the inconvenience this caused to NSW cattlemen, 
and accounts of trials for failure to pay import duties. 
 
In 1882, the Leader published ‘Notes of a Tour through the Mountains of Victoria: III’, by A.J.A, which 
describes a visit to Tubbut station, where he watched two wild horses being broken in.  The account 
continues: “They were quite quiet, and looked good strong horses; but I am told they have no stamina or 
lasting power. The mode in which they catch wild horses here and at Black Mountain station is this: — In 
winter time, when there is about 18 inches of snow on the ground, two or three horsemen ride out, and take 
with them each a lasso, a long rope with a running noose at the end. When they see a good mob of wild 
horses they give chase. The wild horses run close together, and so clear the snow away along a track, along 
which their pursuers can easily gallop. The wild horses get knocked up very soon from ploughing through the 
snow, and the pursuers can lasso anyone they like before he has run 2 miles.” 

History of Tubbut 
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In 1884, O.L.D. in the Australasian described a trip from Buchan to Bendock.  The Tubbut section of this 
account reads: 
 
“The road from the Snowy crossing to Tubbut needs but little description.  Up and down steep hills, along 
sidelines, only fit for a goat to travel, over country with little or no grass past an old deserted house and 
orchard, up the Gulf, and over more hills, we are not sorry to pass this ‘waste, howling wilderness’ and arrive 
at Tubbut where we receive a kind welcome. 
 
“The ‘Gulf’ is a steep gully, about four miles from Tubbut. Near it were some copper mines, but these have 
been abandoned, owing to the cost of carriage taking up too much of the profits, and also perhaps a scarcity 
of copper. 
 
“The Tubbut station is very prettily situated. It is built on the end of a spur, which is surrounded on three 
sides by the Tubbut River, and has high hills rising abruptly all round it. This station was owned by Mr. 
Harnett, of Sydney, who had a manager in charge, but it has recently changed owners, and is now in 
possession of Miss M. M. Smith, of Buchan. 
 
“What we saw of the run did not impress us with its richness. Here and there are patches which would be 
suitable for selection, but the difficulties of access make cultivation impracticable except for home 
consumption, and the breeding of cattle would require a greater tract of country than the average selector is 
able to acquire.” 
Miss Margaret Mint[y] Smith owned the Tubbut run from about 1883. Her brother-in-law, George Jonas 
Johnson managed it for her and he and his family lived there with her. Amongst other things, Johnson breed 
horses of the style used for remounts for the Indian Army. Johnson went bankrupt more than once.  There is 
an almost farcical account of a trial in 1897 where one of his sons, William Richard Johnson, claimed that 
cattle seized by his father’s assignee, Henry Edwards, were really his.  The judge did not believe him.  A 
couple of years later an appeal to the Supreme Court of Victoria was dismissed and the judge’s view upheld. 
Miss Smith’s estate was sequestered in 1897, perhaps in connection with this case. 
 
In 1907, the Tubbut run was bought by C Gordon Glassford, who commissioned Archie McDonald to build a 
new house for him and his family.  Glassford died unexpectedly in 1909 and the property was sold to McKay 
Bros. in 1911. Johnson’s son George James, known as ‘Joker’, continued as the manager for some years.  The 
new homestead was destroyed by fire in 1925. 
 
Selections in the Tubbut area apparently did not begin until the 1890s. The earliest record I have found of a 
lease being approved was for William H Cameron, 966 acres in 1893. Neil McDonald and Wilhelm Peisley 
both forfeited their leases in 1895. 
 
In the late 1890s, there were still hopes of mineral prospects at Tubbut.  A Ministerial delegation visited the 
Deddick silver mines and W H Ferguson, the geologist, was sent on to Tubbut to report on the copper fields. 
 
In 1899, the perpetrator of the ‘Wellesley outrage’ – in which a young woman teacher, Miss Margaret Huie 
(or Hughie, Huey or Hine) was attacked as she left the school near Delegate – was recorded as talking to an 
employee of Tubbut station and boasting of his prowess as a bushman.  James Williams, who real name was 
Barsch (or Bortoch) was later arrested, convicted and sentenced to 14 years’ hard labour. 
 
The 1912 Parish Plan for Tubbut shows a number of allotments held on leases by a small number of families, 
plus a surprising number of unoccupied lots. Family names included Cutler, Davidson, Glassford, McLean, 
O’Brien, O’Hare, Riseley, Smith & Whittakers. 
In the early decades of the 20th Century there were many calls for ‘unlocking’ Crown lands in the Tubbut 
area. The Age weighed into the debate in 1905, listing Tubbut as one area where ‘idle’ State lands should be 
released. A letter in the Delegate Argus in 1913 claimed that the lessee of Tubbut station was illegally 
occupying 40 or 50 thousand acres of ‘first-class pastoral and agricultural land’, despite it being reserved for 
public purposes. It alleged that the land was originally reserved by a Minister of Lands who had a financial 
interest in Tubbut Station. The letter continued with a volley of complaints about neglect of roads in the 
North Riding by Orbost Shire (a familiar theme through the years). 
 

History of Tubbut 
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History of Tubbut 
The process of closer settlement seems to have continued much later in this part of East Gippsland than was 
the case in more accessible areas. Some servicemen returned from World War I took up land in the area.  In 
1920, a delegation including the State Treasurer and the assistant Minister for Lands visited Tubbut to assess 
its prospects, particularly for sheep grazing.  A newspaper report said: “It is suggested that the 50,000 acres 
available will be cut up into 1200 acre blocks as the original project of 640 acre blocks is not deemed sufficient 
to give the settler a living.” A different assistant Minister for Lands visited in 1922 and again in 1929, by which 
time the proposed size of lots in the scheme had risen to 2000 acres. 
 
In 1930, 28 blocks at Tubbut (totalling 35,000 acres) were surveyed and offered for selection, as part of what 
was described as the Land’s Department’s ‘Back to the Land’ movement. The areas of the allotments ranged 
from 1014 to 1875 acres, but most of them were of approximately 1300 acres. They ranged in value from £622 
to £1707, but the large majority of the blocks were valued at less than £1000. The deposits varied from £20 to 
£54 per block, but were mostly under £35, while the half-yearly instalments amounted to £18 to as high as £49, 
but were mostly between £20 and £30.  The blocks were offered under closer settlement conditions. 
 
The road from Orbost to Delegate had been improved in the late 1920s and in 1930 the Country Roads Board 
established an unemployment camp for workers on the Deddick River Road between Bonang and Tubbut.  The 
1930 CRB annual report says: “This road will connect with the Orbost-Delegate road at Bonang, and by serving 
the Tubbut country an area of many thousands of acres of good grazing land will be made accessible. This area 
has been subdivided, and is well watered by permanent streams, only its isolation preventing it from being 
developed before this.” 
 
The influx of new settlers and the improved road access in the 1930s seem to have ushered in a period of 
relative prosperity. Albert E Lind, MLA visited the settlers in 1931, and the report says: “The men on the 
settlement are of a good type and all seemed pleased with their prospects, and should make good. / Mr. John 
Ingram displayed samples of vegetables grown on a hillside. Swede turnips weighed up to 18lb. each.”  Another 
press article in the same year described vegetables grown at Tubbut station, “without any top dressing or 
artificial manure” on show in Sale. 
 
The community also became more active in a social sense.  Tubbut residents contributed to fund-raising for the 
Delegate Hospital, through enthusiastic involvement in balls at Bonang. Church of England services began in 
1933.  A telephone office opened in 1938, bringing the outside world one step closer. A cricket team was 
formed, taking on teams from other settlements in the area.  By 1938, the occupants of the Tubbut homestead 
were Mr & Mrs J H Ingram, who were celebrating their Golden Wedding anniversary. Many members of their 
very large family were living in Tubbut or in the surrounding districts. 
 
There were a few tragedies and dramas in the 1930s and early 1940s. In the saddest case, in 1933, a woman in 
Dellicknora poisoned herself and her three children while her husband was at work in Tubbut.  In December 
1938, there was heavy damage from bushfires. In 1940, a man armed with two rifles robbed a camp in Tubbut. 
 
World War 2 also impinged on Tubbut.  Mrs Eric Ingram of Tubbut lost her brother, Eric Scott, in 1941. In 
1942, Private T J Foley of Delegate River commented in a letter to his mother that Pat Foley from Tubbut 
(presumably a relative) was near him in the Tripoli area. Private W J Mitchell of Tubbut was killed in action in 
1943. 
 
Initial moves for a school in Tubbut were made by Mrs J E Neven, Mrs S E Bryant and W H Reed. Tubbut State 
School, No 4593, was built in 1941, and opened with 11 pupils. The first school was located about three 
kilometres from the present site.  Brian McQuillen was the first teacher and Patricia M Viser was appointed to 
Tubbut in 1949.  In 1951, the head teacher was being transferred and as there were only six in attendance, the 
Department would not replace him. In 1952, the Tubbut and Delegate River schools were re-established part 
time.  Tubbut School closed in 1954 and re-opened part time in February 1955, and became full time in March 
1956.  It was working part time with Lower Bendoc in September 1956 but was once more closed in March 
1960. 
 
In July 1960 the school re-opened in a room attached the Tubbut Hall (oddly enough, I haven’t found a 
construction date for the hall) and in 1971 a portable classroom was placed beside the hall. Later sections of the 
school buildings date from the 1990s. Since 1970, due to fluctuating numbers of children, the school has come 
close to closure several times but in 1991 there were 18 pupils. Then numbers gradually fell away until in 2011 
the Tubbut School became a campus of the Goongerah-Tubbut P-8 College. In 2016, five Tubbut children were 
enrolled, and travelled by bus to Goongerah campus three days per week and attended at Tubbut campus two 
days. 
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History of Tubbut 
Some of the family names associated with the Tubbut school are Auer, Bryant, Clark, Fitts, Hepp, Ingram, 
Neven and Stokes. Orbost identities who have taught at Tubbut, include Harry Grosvenor, Brian Pomeroy and 
Neil Gladstone. 
 
One of the most charming and most recent references to Tubbut on Trove comes from the Canberra Times in 
1993. Here is the first item, verbatim: 
 
“Young victims of history. 
 
“THERE was once a great plan to develop the south-east corner of the continent with Boydtown, near Eden, 
the major port and possible capital. There was even talk of extending the railway line out east from Nimmitabel 
to Braidwood and then to the coast, but it never happened. 
 
“Early this century, there was much optimism about the region — especially when Delegate was touted as a 
possible site for the federal capital, but as we now know, Delegate was overlooked. 
 
“But still the believers hung in there, and a trusting NSW Government extended the railway line south from 
Cooma to Bombala under a tacit understanding with the wetbacks that they would continue the iron-horse 
tracks north up from Orbost. Alas, it never happened, and the wilds of the high country remain just that, 
largely due to Victorian perfidy. 
 
“A piece of minor history it might be, but it still has its victims. The children from Tubbut primary school, via 
Bonang, have written to this newspaper with geographical precision, explaining that their school is situated on 
the Bonang-Gelantipy Road in Far East Gippsland, Victoria. 
 
" ‘We are close to the border of New South Wales and form part of the country made famous by The Man From 
Snowy River,’ they write. ‘It has been said that we are the most remote school in Victoria and our area has the 
most difficult access route. Our nearest big supermarket is a three-hour drive away over the mountains, but we 
do have a small local general store at Bonang, just a 45-minute drive up a windy dirt road.’ 
 
“There are 22 students and two teachers at this remote seat of learning, and in the winter the school is often 
snowbound and the children are confined indoors. 
 
" ‘We would like the readers of your paper to send us their orange Coles dockets so that we can get a computer 
because our parents only go to the big shops about once a month. If you put your return address on the dockets 
when you send them we will write back to you and the six preps might even draw you a picture. Our address is 
Tubbut Primary School, Tubbut, Via Bonang, Victoria, 3888. 
 
“Over to you, supermarket-saturated Canberrans, who have not been betrayed by history.” 
And then: 
 
“THANKS to the generosity of a Canberra businessman, Dave Harding, Victoria's most isolated school will 
enter the computer age. 
 
“Mr Harding was touched by a plea in 06 from the Tubbut Primary School in far east Gippsland for Canberra 
people to send their orange Coles dockets to put towards a computer as the nearest supermarket to Tubbut was 
a couple of hours away. But Mr Harding was able to go one better and offer a superseded computer and 
printer. 
 
“The school welcomed his offer with open arms, and a member of the school council will journey to Canberra 
in the next week or so to collect it. 
 
“ ‘You've got no idea how happy we are,’ the tiny school's teacher, Sally Naylor, told 06 yesterday. ‘It's just 
fantastic to know that in these hard times people so far away can help us like this. We're really over the moon.’ 
 
“Tubbut, on the Bonang-Gelantipy Road in the wild, high mountain timber country, has had a population 
explosion this school year with enrolments jumping from 15 to 22. Why? ‘The locals seem to think it was 
because of a very cold winter we had here six years ago, says Ms Naylor enigmatically.” 
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By Helen Martin. (Gippsland History Group on FB) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is the Tubbut cemetery, which I photographed about 1978. William Whittakers buried his two 
infant daughters there in 1855 and 1858 - far enough from the home so his wife would not go there 
too often to spend time at their graves. So one of the saddest cemeteries I know. A stockman, 
whose name is unknown, was buried there in the 1870s. 
Ted Ingram, who took me there, is standing where he believed one of the corner posts was, another 
can be seen front and to the right of him. 
So many things catch me - Brian McQuillen, historian of the McQuillen family of Stratford taught 
there. 
And earlier, the Gordan-Glassfords were there - they of Mewburn Park near Maffra. I wonder why? 
But the thing I always remember - not only was Tubbut a name spelled the same backwards as 
frontwards - so was the Neven family name - something of which Alan Neven was very proud. 
Linda Barraclough 
 
Contributed by Deb Foskey 
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News from the Departments  

(Next page) 
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News from the Shire  
Councillor John White is the new Mayor of East Gippsland Shire Council.  
  
Cr White was elected to the position for the next 12 months at tonight’s Statutory Meeting held in the 
Council Chamber, Bairnsdale. He becomes the 16th Mayor of East Gippsland. Cr Ben Buckley will be his 
deputy.  
 Elected to Council in 2016, Cr White said he will continue to use his good ear and listen to the concerns of 
the community.  
 “I will be the conduit to hear the stories of the community and share the stories that are often not told,” he 
said.  
 “For 46 years I have lived in this region as a grazier at Lindenow South . . . this region is something to be 
admired. It’s an honour to be elected Mayor,” Cr White said.  
 He said there was great experience in the council chamber to continue to advance East Gippsland.  
 “East Gippsland has a Council that consists of five former mayors (Crs Pelz, Ellis, Rettino, O’Connell and 
Reeves), a former shire president (Cr Buckley, former Omeo Shire), and a former Deputy Mayor (Cr 
Toohey). This is significant experience,” he said.  
 Cr White praised the work of outgoing mayor Cr Natalie O’Connell for her leadership over the past 12 
months, particularly with drought advocacy.   
 “The work Cr O’Connell has done in securing Government support for our farmers and communities  I hope 
I don’t have to follow in her footsteps in continuing that drought advocacy. But, if we don’t receive the 
drought-breaking rains I will continue to lead that advocacy.”  
  

Cross Border Commissioners visit   
East Gippsland Shire Council welcomed Cross Border Commissioners Luke Wilson (Victoria) and James 
McTavish (New South Wales) to East Gippsland on Tuesday, October 15.  
 Mayor Cr Natalie O’Connell said it was a great opportunity to discuss a range of issues that impact 
communities accessing services on both sides of the border in the shire’s more remote towns.  
 “Having these conversations and keeping the lines of communication open are very important in Council 
advocating for our communities and improving opportunities for East Gippsland,” Cr O’Connell said.  
 “It’s great both Luke and James are showing a genuine, keen interest in East Gippsland. There is a real 
commitment to addressing some of the issues that face our cross-border communities.  
 “It’s the third time I have met with Luke since he started in the role last October, and it was great to have 
James visit and provide the New South Wales perspective on some of the opportunities and challenges.”  
 The Mayor said school bus access, educational opportunities, regulatory and business registration challenges, 
and tourism promotion opportunities were among the items discussed with councillors.  
 “Our remote communities close to the border, like Mallacoota and Bendoc, that access services out of NSW 
particularly should see the benefits of this advocacy and cross-border relationship into the future,” Cr 
O’Connell said.  
 Council is also an affiliate member of the Canberra Region Joint Organisation (CRJO), which provides 
networking and funding opportunities for councils to drive infrastructure projects, investment opportunities 
and socio-cultural progress.  
 “The involvement with the CRJO and the willingness of James to travel into East Gippsland shows great 
progress,” Cr O’Connell said.   
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crs Dick Ellis, Colin Toohey and Marianne Pelz, Victorian Cross Border Commissioner Luke Wilson, Crs Mark 
Reeves and Mayor Natalie O’Connell, NSW Cross Border Commissioner James McTavish, Crs John White, Joe 
Rettino and Ben Buckley, and Council Chief Executive Officer Anthony Basford.   
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Puff pastry banana: 
 is so simple to make, it’s just like magic! 
 
 
Wrap the puff pastry around the banana…the result is divine! 
Healthy food hacks 
by Cookist 
 
Wrap the puff pastry around the banana! The best sweet treat ready in no-time! 
 
INGREDIENTS 
 
• Bananas 
 
• Puff pastry 
 
• Peanuts 
 
• Chocolate 
 
• Egg 
 
• Caramel 
 
METHOD 
 
Peel a banana, cut it in half horizontally. 
 
Place pieces of chocolate along the banana and some peanuts on top. 
 
Pour over liquid caramel. 
 
Close with the other half of the banana. 
 
Cut strips of pastry puff and wrap around the banana. 
 
Brush over beaten egg and bake for 20 minutes at 210ºC (410ªF). 
 
Enjoy! 
 
continua su: https://www.cookist.com/puff-pastry-banana-is-so-simple-to-make-its-just-like-
magic/ 
http://www.cookist.com/ 

Recipe 
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Wheat Free Flour  

How to make the switch from wheat free flour 
(Emily Stokes –Pip Magazine) 
 
The main thing to remember is that a direct substitute rarely works well. What works best is to 
combine three to four different wheat free flour types together, to find a taste and texture that 
works for you. 
 
Rice flour 
This can be made from white or brown rice. If you have a home-mill or high-speed food 
processor you can grind the rice fresh yourself. Otherwise you can purchase rice flour from your 
wholefood or healthfood store. 
Rice flour has a mild flavour but can be quite heavy in texture if used on its own. Brown rice 
flour makes a great gluten-free sourdough starter as it ferments really well. 
 
Buckwheat flour 
This highly nutritious seed (not a grain and not wheat) is a good source of selenium and zinc and 
has an earthy flavour that some may find strong if used on its own. It can give bread a lighter 
texture and spongier crumb. 
Makes great pancakes if used about half/half with another wheat-free flour. Also fairly easy to 
grind at home yourself, and also works well as a gluten-free sourdough starter. 
 
Chickpea (besan) flour 
Made from ground chickpeas (again, can be ground at home in a food processor) this flour is 
commonly used in Indian cooking. It can be used as a thickener and egg replacement and has a 
high proportion of carbohydrates. 
This flour has a distinct ‘beany’ flavour that some may find a little strong if used in high 
proportion. 
 
Cassava/tapioca flour 
This is a starch taken from the cassava root and is often used as a thickener in cooking. Potato 
flour can also be used in the same way. Usually not used in too high a proportion for breads/
baking due to a dense texture. 
 
Nut flour 
You can grind a variety of nuts into a flour (or buy the straight meal, but you will lose freshness 
and nutrition this way) and use them in cakes and baked goods. 
Nut flours have a wonderful flavour and are a good source of protein and healthy fats. 
 
What about cornflour? 
You’ll notice cornflour didn’t make our top five wheat free flour list. That’s because any 
imported corn products are most likely GM, and cornflour is lacking in nutritional value through 
its highly processed nature. 
An exception is nixtamalised cornflour, which has gone through a traditional processing where 
the anti-nutrients are neutralised and it becomes more digestible.  
 
Suggested recipe for wheat free flour/gluten free flour 

 200g rice flour 

 200g buckwheat flour 
100g cassava flour 
You may like to add a binding agent like xantham gum or guar gum (1 teaspoon) or ¼ cup of 
chia seeds. 
 
Contributed by Deb Foskey 
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November 2019 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 
Computers 

with 
Sharon 
Library 

Bus 

15 16 
Deb’s 

70th at 
Tubbut 

17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 
Bombala 
Rotary 
Market 

24 

25 26 27 28 
Library 

Bus 
Xmas Card 
Workshop  
at Bonang 

29 30  


