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CLASSIFIEDS 

Bobcat contractor for hire 
Slashing, clearing, small earthworks, levelling, 

preparation for sheds, carports, water tanks and 
paving and clean ups 

Ring  Steve 02 6458 0303 or email 
stephenscroope@bigpond.com 

Looking for your ideas for trips and excursions 
next year in the school bus. Overnight a 

possibility 

Goongerah Hall  has a certified kitchen which is for 
hire at $10 per day.  

The hall also has portable speakers (USB etc jacks) at 
$40 a day.  

Contact Amy 03 51540118 

Available for cleaning (only) 
Contact Natasha 64588162 or 0408477774 

Advertising is free to local residents 

Bates' Fencing &  

Machine Hire 

                                            

- Large 90hp Compact Track Loader. 

Tracks ensure minimal ground disturbance. 

- 900 mm Trencher ideal for pipe / cable 

laying 

- 6 ft slasher for paddock, scrub  & advanced 

regrowth clearing with tree pusher, 

ideal  for fence line maintenance 

- 1600mm Road Broom / sweeper  

- 300mm post hole auger 

- Bucket, dozer blade , pallet & hay forks 

- Fan assisted sprayer for difficult terrain  

- Experienced operator 

- Fully insured & GST registered 

- Experienced in Rural fence design & 

construction 

Available for parties and anything—Tubbut 
pizza oven 

 WANTED 

Old crockery of any colour except white, can 
have patterns, can be broken. 

Please contact Sue Collins 64580287 or the NH, 
or leave at the Bonang Hall. 

These will be used to Mosaic the new Pizza 
Oven at Bonang. 

Bus trip to Bega 

Bendoc bus goes to Merimbula the second Friday 
of November. Book at Bendoc Resource Centre 

Your advertisement could go here  

Septic getting full? 
Robert Hampshire will pump out your loo. Septic tanks, 

porta-loos— no problems Truck has capacity to handle 2 
tanks/trip Phone:  0417423983  

Please keep your old glass bottles for Robert too as he 
is a passionate collector. 

FREE    
Water Kefir Crystals for healthy gut flora. 
I have an abundance as my crystals keep 

multiplying.  
Call Jenny at Bonang  0466 005 734 

Have a great Christmas and 
January 

Tubbut Neighbourhood House 
will reopen Wednesday January 

21st 
TRUCK & DRIVER AVAILABLE TO PICK UP OR 

DROP OFF 
 

6.5metre Tilt Tray truck, happy to travel NSW or 
Victoria. 

Pigs for sale (10-15 weeks old) $50 
Dorper sheep for sale contact for price 

Contact Peter on 64580346 for more information 

Tattler Contributions:  We welcome your articles, news, 
reports on local groups, photos from local events, milestones, 

interesting stories, poems, biographies, births, deaths, 
historical items, and more.    
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Cancellations, Date Changes and local news access 
Sometimes our workshops or meetings may need to change or be 
cancelled due to certain circumstances.  We try our best to let you 

know of any such changes but sometimes we cannot get that 
information to you quick enough.  If you have Facebook, please 

like our page for quick access to information, or send us your 
email address if we don’t already have it. 

MASSAGES AT THE BONANG HALL 
Kay Bristow comes to the Bonang Hall for massages if there 

are enough people to fill a day.  Please contact the 
wonderful Kay on 0403627907 

Position Available 
Coordinator at Tubbut Neighbourhood House 

 
Tubbut Neighbourhood House has a position available for a coordinator. The position is  for 10 hours per week  hours and 
times are negotiable plus volunteer hours. Starting on Thursday February 1st  2018. 
For a job description and key selection criteria or any other enquires please contact 
Sue Collins (President) 02 64580287 
We are keen to hear from people interested in working in the community and managing the day to day business of the 
neighbourhood house.  
Forward your application by 14th of January and mark as Confidential. 

To: Sue Collins, Bonang Road, Bonang Vic 3888 or 

email to Sue Collins at hondacr85@activ8.net.au 

YOGA classes will be held over the school holidays on Tuesdays at 10 when Su can make it. January 9 is first 
date, bring lunch, children welcome. Here is the Sun Salutation that you can do every morning to keep you 

going.  Thank you to Su King for coming to Bonang to teach us Yoga, we love it. 

Seeking your ideas for events, workshops, classes 
and outings as TNH prepares for 2018. Drop us a 

line, give us a call or, best of all, drop in to discuss 
your ideas. 

Deb, Lisa, Sue and the committee wish everyone 
a happy and safe Christmas and New Year and 
look forward to seeing you all next year at a 
lunch, workshop or event. We welcome the new 
coordinator and look forward to a new year. 



 Out & about 
IN MEMORIAM 

In Memory of John Dillon Grant Mustard 
Passed away 12 October 2007 

It has been 10 years since you left us. 
I have really missed you 
I think of you in silence 

And often speak your name 
And all I have is a picture of you in a frame 
And you will always be remembered each 

and every day 
Murray 

 

The Goongerah Hub is open to the 
public every Friday 10am to 3pm.  

Use this opportunity to drop into the Goongerah Good 

Foods. The Whole Foods can help you minimize your 

trips into town by supplying you with wholesome 

organic foods. We have a range of flours, dried fruit 

and nuts, spices, seeds, rice, cereals and sugar. 

Please feel free to drop in and check it out.  Don’t 

forget your containers!  
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(apologies from the TNH for not putting this in the last Tattler) 

Bundian Gallery  
Presents an Exhibition  
by Katherine Williams   
& Natalie Bateman 

1st November 2017 to 31st January 
2018 

At the Bundian Gallery in Delegate 
10am to 3pm  

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 

James & Jess 
It was on a lovely warm spring afternoon on Nov 25 2017, 
that James Ernest  Neven and Jessica Louise Pendergast 
said "I do". 
The Wedding took place on Loius and Sharon Pendergast’s 
property at Fernbank, in the presence of many family and 
friends, some of whom travelled from far and wide to be 
there.  The union was celebrated and blessed by a good 
downpour of solid substantial rain that quenched the thirst of 
parched paddocks, and freshened up everybody’s brows. We 
congratulate the newlyweds and wish them the best for the 
future at their newly purchased farm at Lindenow South.  
 
PS: their advice for anyone who wishes to get married is: "do 
not buy property and relocate, organise a wedding and a  
honeymoon, and start a new job all at once!"   
Patrizia  
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Out & about 

Jan and Andrea came all the way from Sale to attend the Big Bonang 
Arvo for Gippsland Women’s Health. It was their first trip up the 
Bonang so they were unprepared for this encounter. Happening on 
the dirt section, it adds ammunition to our call to have the last section 
sealed. 

The Tubbut pizza oven is ready to use 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lots of people have contributed to the building of the 
pizza oven at Tubbut. First there was the enlargement 
of the Barbecue shelter and the erection of the stand 
—thanks Andy, Phillip, Bob and Shoshanah—then 
there was placing the oven and getting it ready to use. 
Thanks Andy and Lisa, here doing the first render with 
a cement and Bondcrete mix supplied with the oven. 
Special thanks to Lisa for awesome project 
management. 
The pizza oven is available for public use. Be aware 
that it needs to have a fire started several hours 
before you plan to eat. Bring your own wood. 
By the time you read this, we will be eating the first 
pizzas and it will all be worthwhile. 

Congratulations and Thank You to the 
Delegate Hotel Sunday Sips group   

On Sunday 10
th
 December, the Delegate Hotel 

Sunday Sips group held its annual gathering, as the 
culmination of the year’s efforts. An enjoyable 
afternoon was spent with a BBQ provided by the ever 
willing band of organisers and helpers – particularly 
Graeme, Robyn, Jenny, Tom and Jeremy  -  together 
with a relaxing live musical background.  

Donations to local organisations from the incredible 
fund raising efforts during the year encapsulated what 
an amazing community we belong to. Local clubs and 
organisations to benefit were the The Pre-School, 
Pony Club, Tennis Club, Progress Association, 
Bonang CFA, Street Landscaping, and Church 
Groups. All express their sincere gratitude for this 
invaluable contribution to their efforts. 

The auction of numerous donations of firewood - 
special mention must be made of Norm Wilton in this 
regard - football merchandise and lamb meat 
packages elicited phenomenal financial contributions – 
frequently from those who had also made the 
generous donations.. 

We all acknowledge the importance of this group to 

our community, offer thanks again, and  trust that the 

benefits will continue to flow in the coming year. 

Ed Baines 
The Delegate Show is on as always 
the first Saturday in March (March 3). 
Consider entering your prize veges 
and jams etc. 
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Out & about 
LAND ROVER 70TH CELEBRATIONS  

Friday, 30 March 2018 at 8:00 am TO 
Monday, 2 April 2018 at 11:00 am (AEDT)  

Cooma NSW 2630 Australia 
A celebration of 70 years of Land Rover Vehicles.  Enthusiasts 
will flock to Cooma NSW to enjoy 4 full days of everything Land 
Rover whilst savouring the delights of the Snowy Mountains 
Region.  Day trips through the beautiful region, camping, BBQ's 
and entertainment plus a formal Gala Dinner & Land Rover 
vehicle exhibitions and terrapod displays are just a few of the 
highlights on offer. 

To attend any of the events in the Land Rover 70th program you 
must be registered - $40 pp 

Bookings for camping at the event site and for the official 

functions are limited and will book out quickly. For all the 

information about the event go to www.landrover70thcooma.com 

Bus trip to Holy Transformation Monastery 

Its been a while since we took a community bus trip and great 
thanks to Goongerah-Tubbut School for allowing us to use their 
bus and driver. Six women and one child relaxed during the drive. 
We stopped in Bombala and bought our lunch to take and 
shopped there on the way home. How convenient! 

A visit to the monastery is always uplifting. Brother Yanni gave us 
his day and showed us around, telling us monastery history as 
we went. It was founded in 1983 by Father Alex, the famous 
iconographer whose work decorates the chapel. The ceiling 
alone is worth a visit. The idea has always been to develop the 
site as a self-sufficient retreat, and a nearby boarding house 
accommodates 70 people to enable people to stay for special 
days and when they seek retreat —meals and accommodation 
are free though donations are always welcome.  

We visited the garden, overseen by Brother Mac (who was 
away), the pottery and the woodworking room. We left about 3 
when the brothers attended chapel. 

The trip was such a success that we want to arrange other 
outings for the future. Friday-Sunday are the days when the bus 
is available, so give it some thought. 
 
 



 The Big Bonang Arvo 

Thanks to everyone who helped make the BBA such 
a success on Tuesday Nov 28th. Sue Collins 
estimated that the Bonang Hall Committee fed 80 
people, an increase on the previous record of 65 last 
year. The services represented included: 

 Orbost Regional Health (who host and fund the 
event) GP clinic, Womens Health clinic, physio clinic, 
dietitian, community services, allied health.  
East Gippsland Shire Council – waste, library bus, 
community planning, emergency management, 
Orbost customer service. 
Royal Flying Doctor Service provided a dental clinic, 
free check ups.  
Bendoc Fire Brigade 
CFA 
Gippsland Womens Health 
Delegate Multi Purpose Service – blood pressure 
checks 
Snowy River Interstate Landcare –native trees, tree 
guards and info. 
DELWP and ParksVic were unable to attend as staff 
were away fighting fires. 
Local people from all over the district attended. 
 

Out & about 
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Dinner time 
Photos by Lol 
and Deb 

Above: Flynny talks to Laura Theuma at her stall of 
Errinundra wares; below: listening to the speakers; 
right, top to bottom: Deb Tresham talks to the 
nutritionists; the crew from ORH; Goongerah-Tubbut 
School teachers Peter and Tony talk with Mary. 
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Tubbut Neighbourhood House 
& Resource Centre 

November 16th 2017 

Dear Sir/Madam 

With summer just around the corner, people who live in 
communities close to fire-prone areas are wondering how 
they can best protect themselves this year. 

People in the Goongerah-Bonang-Tubbut areas still 
remember the summer of 2013-14 when fire threatened for a 
month after lightning strikes on January 16th until it swept 
through parts of Goongerah and West Bonang/Cabanandra 
on February 9th. 

Around 11 dwellings were lost along with many kilometres of 
fencing, sheds and stock. 

The houses that survived were those where owners had been 
able to undertake precautionary works such as mowing and 
slashing around the parts of their property they most wanted 
to protect. 

Scientist David Cheal says that fuel reduction within a 40 
metre radius is the most reliable way to protect assets. 

Our communities think the best way to protect us is to put 
fires out when they start. For instance, the fires that joined 
and burned through our district began as 3 separate lightning 
strikes in accessible country within minutes of each other, 
along with scores of other fires in Far East Gippsland. Ours 
were way down the pecking order and allowed to burn. 

In earlier years, a younger CFA would have walked out, 
sometimes in very difficult country, with rake hoes and their 
water bottles, to locate them and put them out. This might 
keep the men out all night but any old-timer will tell you that 
night-time is the best time to fight fires. (The women would be 
there too now). 

No GPS or mobile phones; no decent radios in those days 
(the 1970s-1980s). Just a few people who loved and knew 
their country and didn’t want it to burn. 

We are not knocking the OH&S laws that protect fire-fighters 
– we certainly want them to be safe - although many of those 
laws and regulations are more about protecting governments 
from liability than putting out fires. But if the professional 
firefighters can’t go out at first strike, someone must. Who and 
how? These are questions that communities, government and 
the CFA need to discuss together to develop a strategy that 
works. 

Our district, like Glenaladale who experienced fire at the same 
time, was selected for a ‘Resilience’ program and after 3 or so 
years, we hope that our resilience will last through the coming 
summer and that services and communities are 
communicating so that together we can attack any fire 
breakout in a well-communicated and efficient way. 

At this stage of the season, TNH has no reason to think so. 
We have been seeking a meeting with DELWP, the Shire and 
CFA to ensure we are all on the same page before an 
emergency situation arises. That looks unlikely to occur 
before fire weather hits us. 

While many improvements to our fire-readiness have been 
made through community consultation, such as a stand-pipe 
at Bonang, signs on the gathering points (the local halls), a 
phone tree and Facebook page, among other things, the 
Bonang-Tubbut-Delegate River CFA is getting smaller. 
Goongerah and Bendoc hold their ground but we are an 
ageing population like much of East Gippsland. New arrivals 
are often absentees without time, resources, knowledge or 
interest to keep their properties fire-safe. Many locals live 
alone and lack resources and/or health to keep our houses 

safe, although we know what we need to do. 

Last year CFA had a grants program called Summer Local 
Initiatives which granted TNH $6000. A poorly advertised 
opportunity, our regional CFA office knew nothing about it, 
we heard about it through the Neighbourhood Houses 
Victoria network. 

Very few grants are open for communities to assess their 
own need and be given funds to address it. We don’t need 
any more awareness training or new editions of books and 
leaflets that tell us (again) how to prepare our homes. We 
need the practical help to do it: the resources, the 
equipment and the expertise. 

For $5000, 14 households had their properties slashed, cost 
covered for three hours although many chose to add to pay 
personally for other jobs while the Bobcat was there. 

Another $1000 went to the purchase of radios and aerials to 
be installed in the two ‘safer places’ that aren’t expected to 
have mobile coverage when the new tower between Bonang 
and West Bonang is finally completed. 

That $5000 made us safer than, for instance, the ‘fuel 
reduction’ burns conducted by DELWP in the middle of the 
Snowy River National Park, which were swallowed up by the 
2014 fire which burned almost the entire park. 

Yet this year that small grant is not available to us. “The 
2017/18 SLI grants program will fund up to 10 initiatives 
across the state which build and empower community 
leadership, develop bushfire/grassfire awareness, promotes 
shared responsibly and self-reliance to ultimately strengthen 
resilience.” More awareness, more resilience, but no 
practical help. 

A new mobile phone tower is a great opportunity to boost 
radio reception with equipment placed on the tower - but 
that costs about $10,000 as well as Telstra’s annual hosting 
fee. 

All together, that’s under $20000 to protect the Errinundra-
Snowy communities. Last year DELWP spent over $46 
million on fire protection in Gippsland, more of this on fuel 
reduction burning with no identifiable community benefit 
than on direct community protection or changes in 
approaches to fire-fighting. 

So here we are, a ‘resilient’ community, sure enough – the 
people that is – but government support took us only part of 
the way there. We identified our needs: better 
communication and ability to stamp on the fire immediately, 
and, at many meetings, we did what we could to overcome 
them. We lobbied successfully to have our remote 
community recognised as a mobile black spot and three 
years later, still await our new tower. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where do communities go when they have been made 
‘resilient’ but nothing around them has changed? 

Getting real about property protection this summer—a letter to local media from 
Tubbut Neighbourhood House 

  



The fire season ahead 
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Snowy River Mail Nov 29th 2017 

After more than 3 inches of rain, prospects for summer have 
considerably improved. However, we know that it doesn’t 
take too many hot windy days to create a fire risk and we will 
remain alert. We are greatly disappointed that no funding is 
available to assist people with slashing costs this year. 
Resilience is a great concept and we have proved that we 
have it but it requires back-up so that we can put into practice 
what we learned in 2014. I hope that everyone has the 
capacity to prepare their homes adequately this summer 
without financial support. 

On behalf of Tubbut Neighbourhood House and the East 
Gippsland Network of Neighbourhood Houses I have been 
attending meetings both sides of the border where season 
preparedness is discussed. Below I have summarised points 
of interest from those meetings. 

Snowy Monaro Bushfire Management Committee 
meeting held November 8 in Bombala 

These meetings are attended by every identifiable land 
management agency and service in the Shire with a role in 
firefighting and are a terrific information exchange.  It has a 
cross-border focus with a representative from the ACT and 
Victorians. CFA officers from Bairnsdale were there but this 
year DELWP was absent. However, a recent cross-border 
exercise was highly commended. There the different warning 
systems in each state were discussed 

The Bushfire Management Plan for the Monaro district is 
under review with the aim of informing community education 
and hazard reduction priorities for the next 5 years. Each 
brigade submits their suggestions for hazard reduction and 
each is examined and, if justified, included in the 5 year plan.  

Koala habitat east and north of Cooma has been identified 
and a study is underway to identify most effective location of 
Strategic Fire Advantage Zones to protect the koalas from 
bushfire. A similar process has been conducted to protect 
koalas near Numerella.  

Monaro RFS has rebuilt its web site and wants the 
community to use it to keep up-to-date on incidents in their 
area. They report that their Facebook page ‘has been 
performing exceptionally well, with the statistics of 
engagement of our community demonstrating how beneficial 
this tool is for both RFS promotional and community 
engagement matters, together with providing live operational 
updates on fires within our area.  

CFA Gippsland has a Facebook page too, it’s a good way of 
keeping up-to-date. 

ParksNSW is being ‘restructured; this has reduced morale 
and, as there are fewer jobs, many staff have to reapply for 
differently configured positions. Bombala and Moruya have 
been consolidated into one area so there will be fewer people 
in administration.  It isn’t certain yet whether the Bombala 
office will remain open. Boundaries have changed; for 
instance, Meriangah has become part of the Kosciusko 
district. The final wash-up will be known by March. 

Snowy-Monaro Council is beginning to settle down after 
being in a state of flux. Major policies such as land 
management are under review. There is an emergency 
management team with a new leader. A councillor will be 
invited to join the Bushfire Management Committee. 

Essential Energy has completed its maintenance works in fire
-prone areas and is not closing any depots. Biosecurity 
issues mean that they are being trained to ensure they are 
not transporting weeds between properties as the new 
legislation is developed. Council will need to play a role in 
new measures, eg the provision of washdown stations.  

Biosecurity concerns are being added to environmental 
assessment in the location of tracks and hazard reduction – 
although these are over-ruled in the fighting of an actual 
fire. At other times, Commonwealth legislation over-rules 
state legislation. 

East Gippsland Municipal Emergency Relief and 
Recovery Subcommittee mtg  

Not a lot to report – this committee is primarily concerned 
with relief issues during and after fires so I can offer no 
intelligence on fire-preparedness in our area. Save the 
Children presented a slide show on their program focused 
on children in emergencies, which is available to anyone 
interested. 

Evelyn Schmidt, coordinator at Buchan Neighbourhood 
House, will take my place on this committee.     Deb 

Burnoffs won't stop bushfires: study 
A study by researchers in Tasmania suggests that planned 
burn-offs of bushland do little to offset the extent and 
intensity of bushfires. 
December 15 SBS News 
Prescribed burn-offs in bushland have little impact on 
reducing the extent and intensity of wildfires, a study has 
found. 
Burn-offs are a routine part of preparations for bushfire 
season across Australia, but modelling done by researchers 
in Tasmania suggests fire authorities need to target 
unrealistically-sized parcels of land to have any meaningful 
effect on taming future wildfires. 
The aim of prescribed burning is to reduces the amount of 
combustible material in the bush so that if a fire starts it 
won't spread as far or be as intense. 
To test how much prescribed burning would need to be 
undertaken in order to reduce the intensity and extent of a 
future bushfire, researchers from the University of 
Tasmania's school of biological sciences simulated more 
than 11,000 hypothetical fires on a typically dangerous fire-
weather day in the apple isle. 
"Planned burning is a necessity but in my opinion not 
sufficient approach particularly at the broad scale. We have 
to start going local" 



Plarn and Yarn  
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When Jes John was walking Bairnsdale’s Mitchell River track she 
found two plastic bags. They were tangled in sticks, on their way 
down to meet the water. Instead of the usual planet-being-pillaged 
melancholy, Jes felt excited. “I love finding plastic bags out in nature. 
I found some at the beach the other day and was like YES!” This 
sounds all mixed up right?  
Jes John is collecting and crocheting soft plastic for a confronting 
and important art project that is calling for mass collaboration across 
Gippsland. The bigger the participation in the project, the more 
mammoth and impressive the art installation will be, reflecting the 
amount of soft plastic we use in every day life.  
There is already a team of enthused plarners busy crocheting soft 
plastic across Gippsland. That’s not a typo: Plarn: the yarn made 
from plastic. And the project needs you to help. “It doesn’t matter if 
you haven’t crocheted before,” says Jes, “it’s easy to learn off the 
internet and there’s no one way to cut up the plastic and make plarn.” 
“We’re needing circles but be creative as you want. There is no right 
or wrong. Look at mine.” Jes holds up a slightly wonky and very 
beautiful crocheted circle. It is about the size of a dinner plate, with 
rings of different colours. “I was lucky and came across some dark 
purple plastic in the packaging of some pillows I had to buy,” says 
Jes. 
The crocheted soft plastic installation will be launched at Frouteville, 
Saturday March 3rd 2018. Frouteville is an annual festival that 
celebrates food, community, art, music and ideas in the forest 
surrounding the Brackenbush Indoor Equestrian Centre, Lakes 
Entrance, East Gippsland. The crocheted circles will be sewn 
together to make much larger shapes then wrapped over bamboo 
structures. The installation will be put together by local artists 
Rachael Pollac, Kellie Lawler, Tracey Johnson and Donald 
Ashby. 
The project is calling for people to find soft plastic, which has 
traditionally been one of the harder plastics to recycle and one of 
the most harmful types of waste, and get their plarn on. 
Everyone is welcome. It is easy to cut up the plastic (look on 
youtube). The project needs crochet rounds of no smaller than 
around 30cm diameter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“It’s actually pretty addictive,” Kellie says. She has a basket 
overflowing with crochet rounds next to her. “I love how art can do 
this, provide a platform to get a serious topic talked about, get the 
community involved, and in the end raise awareness. The installation 
will ultimately be visual, and very beautiful, but the content is not. The 
content is ugly. It is rubbish and lots of it.”   
Frouteville festival has a history of supporting East Gippsland’s 
environmental and sustainability movement. The festival supports the 
voices of groups like GECO and works to be as innovatively Planet 
Earth friendly as possible with initiatives such as op-shop crockery 
and bamboo straws for food and drinks. “We have always aimed to 
give community groups a voice at the event. We’re always thinking 
outside the square for different and better ways of doing things,” says 
Kellie.   
The installation will be recycled after Frouteville.  
Penny Gray from Far East Victorian Landcare is right behind the 
project. Penny speaks passionately about the reduction and recycling 
of soft plastic, “banning of single use plastic bags is positive yet only 
the first small step towards dealing with our plastic pollution problem.  
“One of the next issues we need to address is that most products we 
purchase are also wrapped or packaged in plastic. We need to work 
together to make a difference. It’s fantastic this art installation can 
help the community grow awareness and be proactive.” 
Finished crocheted circles can be taken to the East Gippsland Art 
Gallery located in Bairnsdale, The Foundry in Bairnsdale, Great 
Alpine Gallery in Swifts Creek or email Kellie Lawler at 
wearefinc@gmail.com to arrange a drop off point.   
There is an information session at East Gippsland Art Gallery on 
Thursday the 16th of December. Crochet kits are available and a 
workshop will be run so you to can discover the art of plarning.  
For further information contact Kellie Lawler at 
wearefinc@gmail.com, visit finc.org.au/frouteville or go to 
facebook.com/frouteville  
By Mim Cook 

What's that sound? 
Croaks, whistles, bleats and barks - every frog species 
makes a different sound!  
By recording a frog call with Australian Museum’s new 
app FrogID, you can discover which frogs live around you 
and help us count Australia's frogs! Download and start 
counting: www.frogid.net.au 

Plastic pollution – have your say 
The Victorian Government is seeking views from the 
community on banning single-use lightweight plastic 
shopping bags and future approaches to managing plastic 
pollution in Victoria. 
Plastic pollution is becoming an urgent environmental 
problem. Plastic bags and other plastic products break 
down into smaller and smaller pieces over time, becoming 
difficult to manage.  
Have your say on this important issue here https://
engage.vic.gov.au/waste/plastic-pollution 

Did you know? 
More than a trillion (that’s 1,000,000,000,000) plastic bags 
are handed out globally each year. In Australia we use 
five billion a year, which is thirteen million new bags every 
day. 
Encouraged by Mallacoota being a plastic bag-free town, 
a new group has formed called Plastic Bag Free East 
Gippsland. Find them on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/plasticbagfreeeastgippsland.  
And make sure this Christmas you avoid plastic bags! 
The plastic bag collection point at Orbost Landcare office 
is closed from Dec 22 to Jan 8 but otherwise, your clean 
soft plastics are welcomed for recycling. So far, this local 
service has saved 500 kilos of plastic from landfill! 

Help restore bicycles  
Workways are calling on the community to donate second 
hand bikes, frames, seats, handlebars, pedals, gears, 
brakes, wheels, tyres, tubes etc for the Gippsland East 
Youth Mentoring Program which engages young people 
at secondary school at risk of leaving school early.  
The bicycle program will work with young people to 
rebuild and restore bikes. 
It will be run through schools in Bairnsdale, Lakes 
Entrance, Orbost and Swifts Creek over an 8-week 
program. Participants will be shown how to strip and 
rebuild two donated bicycles: one for themselves and 
another to donate to a community group or school. 
Volunteers to work as mentors, are also needed.   
If you would like to donate a bike or parts, or volunteer as 

a mentor please contact Workways on 5153 9300 

East Gippsland Shire Community Small Grants 
The next round of the Council Community Grants will 
open on January 10, 2018 and close at 4pm March 7, 
2018. Look for the environment category where you can 
apply for up to $5,000 for projects which have a positive 
environmental outcome. 
http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Community/
Council_Grants/Program_overview 
HAVE YOUR SAY 
National Landcare Survey 
Do you have a spare two minutes? The National 
Landcare Network have a brief survey that aims to tell a 
collective story that reflects the shared experiences of 
Landcarers across Australia, and advocate for the 
Landcare movement to enable it to continue its essential 
work building resilient and productive landscapes, and 
protecting our natural environment. http://nln.org.au/  
Photo Competition 
The Victorian Landcare Program at DELWP is running a 
competition for a great Landcare photo to feature on their 
Gateway homepage. This closes 21 Jan 2018 
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/landcare-magazine/spring-
2017/in-brief/ 

The coordinator of the 
plarn project, Kellie 
Lawler, is sitting under 
the shade of her 
paulownia tree 
crocheting soft plastic.   

Landcare News  

https://www.brackenbush.com/
mailto:wearefinc@gmail.com
mailto:wearefinc@gmail.com
http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Community/Council_Grants/Program_overview
http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Community/Council_Grants/Program_overview
http://nln.org.au/
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/landcare-magazine/spring-2017/in-brief/
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/landcare-magazine/spring-2017/in-brief/
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Waste management in Errinundra to Snowy District 

Meeting at Bonang December 13 
Wayne Bath and Stuart Edwards from East Gippsland Shire’s 
Waste Management office attended a meeting at Bonang while 
their colleagues Elizabeth and Michelle attended a similar 
meeting in Bendoc. Although the meetings were meant to follow 
each other, the letters sent  to locals accidentally said that the 
meetings were on at the same time so the officers had to split up. 
Thus those who attended the Bonang meeting are relying upon 
Wayne and Stuart to accurately convey our concerns about 
future plans for waste management to the officer in charge 
(Elizabeth). 
The accessibility of the Bonang Transfer Station will change 
early next year, going from an open site to a locked site open 
only when there is an officer in attendance. The facility will be 
staffed 9 hours/week: responses to the Shire’s request for 
preferences suggest those days will be Monday, Friday and 
Saturday, either morning or afternoon (shared with Bendoc). Due 
to training requirements and OH&S factors, the Shire’s 
preference is for one contractor to run both facilities. Tenders/
applications will soon be called for this permanent position. I 
asked that advertisements be placed in the Tattler, not just the 
EastVic media papers.  
Once the tip is staffed, charges will apply to most waste items 
disposed of; these charges may change over time. Examples 
include bin contents (240 litres) - $11; double mattress $58; car 
tyres $8 each; tractor tyres $120. Brochures with the full price list 
are available at Bonang and Goongerah Halls and Tubbut 
neighbourhood house. Recycling will remain free, as do batteries 
and metals. 
The reasons for this change include: 

 The cost to Council of placing waste in landfill -
Construction and management of new cell is approx $160/
m

3  
This is equivalent to a level 6 x 4 trailer load of waste.

 

Approximately $17 of every $100 collected in rates goes 
towards waste management. 

 Only one operational landfill site will soon be available in 
the Shire – at Bairnsdale – meaning high transport costs 
for moving waste. 

 Government standards/requirements for the construction 
of new cells and rehabilitation of closed landfills has 
increased over time.  As an example the cost of 
constructing a new cell and capping previous cells to 
today’s requirements is expected to be approximately 
$6.5million. 

 It is more cost effective to transport waste to one major 
landfill than constructing new landfills to today’s standards. 

 Ongoing contamination with prohibited wastes such as 
asbestos, chemicals, etc and other materials at 
unsupervised waste facilities, has led to ongoing high 
clean-up costs.  

 Illegal lighting of fires at some sites. 

 Where keys have been issued to locked waste 
facilities , gates are consistently being left 
unlocked. 

 Cameras will be installed to detect illegal 
dumping near the tip. 

Some residents pay extra on their rates to cover the 
cost of transporting waste  trailers at Goongerah, 
Dellicknora, Tubbut and Deddick. The Shire’s division of 
who disposes of rubbish, and where, seems to be 
arbitrary and doesn’t take into account peoples’ 
propensity to dispose of their rubbish as they pass a 
particular trailer.  We were told that these may be 
locked and keys issued to locals. We were concerned 
that this means that tourists will have nowhere to leave 
their waste as there are few bins at picnic and camping 
spots. This will increase rubbish along roadsides and in 
the bush.  
Community concerns 

 Lack of fairness – town-dwellers pay $240/year 
for a weekly bin collection and bins are provided 
free of charge. 

 Shire doesn’t understand that people use 
different outlets according to convenience. 

 A container for small pieces of scrap metal was 
requested. 

 Need for a shed for items that others might 
appreciate. 

 Difficulties in accessing the trailers is a problem 
to many, as gaining access means climbing up to 
a ledge – quite a hoist – and pulling the 
springloaded bolts to open the doors. Since this 
is difficult enough for fit people, one wonders how 
elderly and people with a disability fare. 

 Need for ramp at trailer sites. 

 Locking trailers will add further difficulty to 
opening each section and means that tourists 
won’t have access to them, encouraging them to 
leave their litter where they shouldn’t. 

 Increased waste littering roadsides and the bush 
by people avoiding fees and/or disposing of 
rubbish outside regulated hours 

 The Shire was asked to consider providing a 
trailer at Delegate River 

 Need for ewaste collection opportunities on 
annual basis as well as other services available 
to town-dwellers 

 Availability of 240 litre bins for sale to local 
residents 

Deb, with help from Wayne 

L to R: Stuart, 
Wayne and Kelvin. 



Glimpses of the past 
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Koomah Spa Springs prior to 1878 (hotel burned down that year). Ann Uren is buried there as her son Joseph Ward had 
the hotel in mid 1850s.  Known as the oldest Anglo grave on the Monaro. We know it as Rock Flat, about 15 k our side of 
Cooma. Contributed to History of the Monaro Facebook page by Ross Ball  

Dartmoor hut at corner of Hutchinsons Creek Road and Bonang Bendoc Road, Bendoc. At GR 598849. Built in the early 
1930s by my father John ‘Jack’ Reed and his brother George ‘GM’ Reed from Delegate. They left school during the 
Great Depression and were tasked by their father to clear the paddocks now known as Hutchinsons of regrowth during 
the week and returning home each weekend, the work took four years to complete. They considered this a sentence with 
hard labour, hence the name Dartmoor branded into the door after infamous prison in England.  Contributed to History of 
the Monaro Facebook page by John Reed (Bombala). 
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The Eagle’s Eye 
We are hoping that you will contribute to The Eagle’s Eye. It 
will be a regular column of local sightings, good and bad 
deeds, funny happenings and anything else people might be 
interested in.  

 Thanks to Gary and David, our ParkVic rangers, for 
tackling the Wattle Camp picnic area with brushcutters 
and for regularly emptying the bin. 

 Royal Flying Doctor Optometrist visit 
 The number of people who registered for 
 appointments told us how badly needed this  service, 
 provided by RFDS, is for our isolated community. 
 Thirty-eight people had their eyes examined and most 
 were prescribed spectacles. The available free frames 
 were quite respectable, and have arrived before 
 Christmas at TNH. Some locals will graduate from $2 
 reading glasses to lenses tailored for their eyes. Others 
 found the world much clearer than usual and its good 
 to know that they will be driving on our roads with 
 clearer sight. 

 Good to see the Shire’s slashing contractor at work 
around the old Bonang Store site and other overgrown 
sites on December 12. 

 CREOSOTE IS TOXIC  
Creosote is leaching into your drinking water in Marriot 
Creek. It runs into the Bonang River which runs into 
the Deddick River which runs into the Snowy River. 
So if you your family, your pets or your live stock not 
our irreplaceable flora and fauna are drinking from 
those rivers, be aware that water could be 
contaminated 
Creosote is leaching from drums lying beside 
Honeysuckle Range Rd Bonang.  
These drums have been there for at least forty years 
left over from the good old days when it was "SAFE" to 
splash this stuff everywhere.   
The EPA has been informed twice and they have 
marked it on their map.  
Even the fumes from these drums are toxic  
DON'T DRINK THE WATER 
DON'T TURN UP THERE IF THERE IS A FIRE 
DON'T WALK PAST IF IT IS WARM AND THE 
BREEZE IS BLOWING YOUR WAY 
GRRRRRRREGELS 
https://www.highschimney.com/articles/creosote-
chimneys-part-1-creosote-education/ 
https://ashbusters.net/creosote-dangerous/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creosote  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The same week as the film Red Sunday was 

shown in Bonang, Open Road on the ABC 
presented an inspiring account of a Tasmanian 
community, Dunelly, which pulled itself up buy its 
bootstraps after fire in 2013. View it on iview or 
at http://www.abc.net.au/tv/programs/back-roads/#/
episode/FA1627V002S00 

A letter from Lorelee 
Dear Everyone 
Thank you to all that came to see the fire film "Red 
Sunday, healing through Narrative" in Bonang, your 
presence meant a lot.   The film has since been 
screened in Orbost to a small but captivated 
audience including Tony Pearce, the Inspector-
General for Emergency Management, who is 
planning to present the film to policy makers in 
particular because of the many key messages and 
emotions that you shared. I believe that other 
organisations will also be sharing the film within their 
organisation to improve and further their 
understandings and decision making regarding 
traumatic events such as the 2014 fires. 
Skan &  Hannah (The film crew) are submitting the 
film into the Melbourne Documentary Film Festival 
which happens July 2018. We will keep you informed 
if it is accepted and anything else that happens. Skan 
is hoping to have DVD copies made early next year 
but in the meantime they're  making some final 
adjustments to the film and will have it available 
online to view via a secret password - as the film 
cannot be made public yet or shared on fb etc. 
The time has finally come and I will be cleaning out 
my office desk on the 20th December as my role in 
community fire recovery is finished. I can only hope 
that I will find employment that is as stimulating and 
rewarding as this role has been. I really am very 
thankful for the opportunity that this role has given me 
in working with our communities after the fires and I 
think the best part was that my world expanded with a 
huge range of new people that I got to meet, know 
and work with.  
A HUGE Thank You to the Tubbut Neighbourhood 
House who have been a great team to work with 
(Lisa, Deb & committee) and have also been and 
continues to be a fantastic support for the Goongerah 
Hub which is open most Fridays. I'd also like to thank 
and wish Deb good luck and much happiness in her 
retirement but no doubt Deb's passion for community 
and environment will continue her advocacy for our 
district.  
Cheers! 
Lorelee Cockerill 
Community Recovery Facilitator 
Orbost Regional Health.= 

Lisa, Deb, Sue, the DVICG committee and all our 
communities have gained so much from the work that 
Lorelee has done in her role as Recovery facilitator. Her 
work has benefitted our relationship with East Gippsland 
Shire Council and Orbost Regional Health and brought all 
our communities closer together. We wish her job could 
go on forever although we don’t want another fire to make 
this happen.  
We know Lol will continue to be involved one way and 
another in ongoing developments in the Errinundra to 
Snowy region and are pleased that she is a member of the 
DVICG committee. 
The film was a grand finale to Lorelee’s work with us and 
we look forward to having a copy to show all the stars who 
weren’t able to attend the premiere. We know all the work 
behind the scenes that went into making that film happen 
and we wish the film-makers, who gave their time freely, 
all the best with the awards in July and wherever else the 
film is shown. 
Deb & Lisa 

https://www.highschimney.com/articles/creosote-chimneys-part-1-creosote-education/
https://www.highschimney.com/articles/creosote-chimneys-part-1-creosote-education/
https://ashbusters.net/creosote-dangerous/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creosote
http://www.abc.net.au/tv/programs/back-roads/#/episode/FA1627V002S00
http://www.abc.net.au/tv/programs/back-roads/#/episode/FA1627V002S00
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Farmers & Growers 
La Nina declared heralding a humid, wet summer for 

Australia's east 
ABC Weather By Kate Doyle and Ben Deacon Dec 6  

The Bureau of Meteorology has officially declared a La Nina in the 
tropical Pacific. 
After weeks of slowly upping the scale, the Bureau's ENSO Wrap-Up 
finally announced the climate phase on Tuesday. 
Long range forecaster Dr Andrew Watkins said people on the east 
coast may notice more humid, tropical weather over the summer. 
"Typically that would see us entering a wetter period for eastern 
Australia, and a bit cooler and more cloud as well," he said. 
"December is kind of looking that way, particularly through southern 
Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and even eastern South 
Australia as well."  
Dr Watkins said to expect above-average temperatures along the 
southern coast including Adelaide, Melbourne and Hobart.  
The Bureau of Meteorology is quick to emphasise that this is a weak 
La Nina, and as such it is not expecting conditions like the 2010–12 
strong La Nina event, which led to record-breaking rainfalls such as 
the 2011 Brisbane floods. 
W H Y  W I L L  T H I S  L A  N I N A  B E  W E A K ?  

"Normally the Indian Ocean gets quite warm when we get La Nina, 
at the moment it's close to average or even cooler than average," Dr 
Watkins said. 
"The cooler Indian Ocean is counteracting the warm ocean 
temperatures in the Pacific and reducing the chances of above-
average rain. 

"Also the Southern Oscillation Index, the old one that a 
lot of farmers would know, that's only just getting 
above our thresholds at the moment for La Nina and 
ocean temperatures in the eastern Pacific are only just 
scraping over the thresholds as well."  
W E A K  L A  N I N A  M A Y  B R I N G  H E A T  
W A V E S  

Dr Watkins said weak La Nina events have been 
associated with extended heatwaves in the south of 
Australia. 
"Keep an eye out for the long strings of days that are 
low 30s, rather than necessarily those short, sharp 
heatwaves that some of us are used to," he said. 
The latest bushfire outlook maintains above-normal 
fire danger for large parts of southern Australia. 
W H Y  H A S  T H E  L A  N I N A  B E E N  
D E C L A R E D  N O W ?  

Dr Watkins said this was an unusually late La Nina 
event. 
"Typically La Ninas will form in the autumn and winter, 
so for one to form in spring or early summer is quite 
unusual," he said. 
"And it tends to mean it probably won't hang around 
that long either." 
Models suggest the La Nina conditions will last for the 
three months required to be declared a La Nina year 
before returning to normal in winter.  
 

 Continued from p 9 
 
They found that firefighters would need to carry out 
prescribed burn-offs across 31 per cent of Tasmania in 
order to have a significant impact on reducing the threat 
from wildfires. 
More realistic smaller-scale burn-offs, however, had almost 
no effect on the extent and intensity of a wildfire. (cont p 14) 
(cont from p9)  
Professor David Bowman, who helped lead the study, said 
the findings suggest that planned burnoffs are still 
necessary but not sufficient. 
He believes governments and fire authorities need to 
consider taking a more local approach, and introduce on the 
outskirts of towns and cities clever landscape designs that 
include irrigation and green fire breaks in the form of 
parklands, that can work in conjunction with burn-offs to 
help mitigate bushfire risks. 
"This is of global significance, to try to work out how we are 
going to coexist with flammable landscapes with an 
accelerating risk of climate change, which is shrinking the 
safe days to do planned burning but heightening the number 
of dangerous days when there will be uncontrolled 
bushfires," he told AAP. 

"There's no question we need fuel management, there's 
an urgent need. 
"Planned burning is a necessity but in my opinion not 
sufficient approach particularly at the broad scale. We 
have to start going local." 
Prof Bowman said the downsides of relying on planned 
burn-offs to mitigate bushfire risk include smoke haze, 
which can cause breathing difficulties for many people in 
nearby communities, as well as the fact that the blazes 
can run out of control and can't be carried out in extremely 
dense bushland. 
And while he acknowledges it could be expensive to 
introduce landscape designs to help counter bushfires, he 
argues they are a necessary cost for state and local 
governments. 
"If we think about earthquakes you don't hear people 
complaining, certainly in New Zealand, about the cost of a 
house that's going to survive an earthquake," Prof 
Bowman said. 
"Yet in the fire space we have some building regulations 
but surely having fire-safe communities is a good 
investment." 
The study was published in the International Journal of 
Wildland Fire on Friday. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/weather/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/abc-local/kate-doyle/8949178
http://www.abc.net.au/news/abc-local/ben-deacon/8946638
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/#tabs=Overview
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks/#/overview/summary/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-21/bom-announces-short-weak-la-nina-for-summer/9154204
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-21/bom-announces-short-weak-la-nina-for-summer/9154204
https://www.bnhcrc.com.au/hazardnotes/43
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Farmers & Growers 

Wool growers celebrate record highs despite 
several years of drought 

ABC Rural   By Nicole Bond 13 December  

Australian wool growers have reason to celebrate this 
Christmas, especially producers from western Queensland. 
After more than half a decade of drought, and the region 
losing hundreds of thousands of lambs to wild dogs in recent 
years, wool prices have hit record highs. 
Wool grower David Counsell has a third less sheep on his 
station near Barcaldine in central western Queensland, but 
his wool cheque is likely to be the healthiest in years. 
Mr Counsell is hand-feeding half of his 10,000 merino flock, 
this year has been one of the fifth driest in the past 95 years 
for the area. 
"Every bale of wool that we're sending away is worth three 
times more than what we are used to getting," Mr Counsell 
said. 
The former veterinarian expects a bale of wool that would 
have been worth $800 three years ago could fetch up to 
$3,500 when his wool goes into the market early next year. 
"There is very strong demand out there for wool at the 
moment we're told the supply chain is fairly empty … they're 
going to be chasing us down for this wool," he said. 
He thinks it will be a saviour for the local district which has 
spent the past six years in drought. 
"It's going to pay a lot of bills and bring a lot of cash flow into 
the district and allow businesses to semi recover from this 
very dry time," Mr Counsell said. 
A S I A  D R I V I N G  W O O L  D E M A N D  
The Eastern Market Indicator published by the Australian 
Wool Exchange reported strong prices in February which 
have continued an upwards trend into the Christmas break. 
For export buyer Scott Carmody said they were the highest 
prices he has paid in his 32 years in the industry. 
"Individually there have been some wool types, particularly 
the superfine types, that have been better in the past but at 
the moment as an all industry we are hitting record levels," 
Mr Carmody said. 
The industry experienced two significant boom periods — in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s. After record highs the 
industry collapsed with an oversupply. 
In the 1950s prices surged when demand for wool to make 
uniforms for the Korean war saw Australia "ride on the 
sheep's back". 
The industry is not expecting the appetite for Australian wool 
to decline any time soon. 
Asia is driving the demand, China imported more than 70 
per cent this year. 
"They are hungry for our wool clip we've got plenty of orders 
being written into prompt shipment … so we can only see 
the demand staying," Mr Carmody said. 
 

Deer Survey 
The presence of wild deer is of growing interest for many 
community members. To assess the perception of the 
community to wild deer, Upper Murrumbidgee Landcare and 
associated Landcare groups have developed the following 
survey. The survey results will help to voice community 
expectations on wild deer issues and guide community 
information events. We would appreciate your taking the time 
to complete the following survey. It should take about 10 
minutes of your time. Your responses are voluntary, 
anonymous and will be confidential. You may leave some 
questions blank. All responses will be pooled together and 
analysed as a group. A report on the results will be provided 
to the community and other relevant agencies through 
participating Landcare groups. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact Georgeanna Story, Landcare 
Coordinator for Upper Murrumbidgee Landcare at 0429 
779928 or upper.murrumbidgee@gmail.com. The ethical 
aspects of this research have been approved by the ANU 
Human Research Ethics Committee (Protocol 2017/574). If 
you have any concerns or complaints about how this 
research has been conducted, please contact the ANU 
Human Research Ethics Manager on 6125 3427 or 
Human.Ethics.Officer@anu.edu.au. Thank you,  
Georgeanna Story Upper Murrumbidgee Landcare 
Coordinator 0429 779928 upper.murrumbidgee@gmail.com 
The Victorian Government has responded to the report from 
the Environment, Natural Resources and Regional 
Development Committee’s Inquiry into invasive pests. You 
can read the response at  
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/
committees/enrc/Invasive_Animals_on_Crown_land/
Victorian_Government_s_Response_.pdf  
 
Government Response to the Environment, Natural 
Resources and Regional Development Committee 
Inquiry into the Control of Invasive Animals on Crown 
Land 
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to reducing 
the impact of invasive animals in Victoria. I am pleased to 
release the Government’s response to the Environment, 
Natural Resources and Regional Development Committee’s 
inquiry into the control of invasive animals on Crown land. 
The Committee made 33 recommendations for Government 
action on a wide range of issues about the extent, impact and 
management of invasive animals on Crown land. I would like 
to thank the Committee for their thorough investigation and 
comprehensive recommendations.  
The response addresses each recommendation made by the 
Committee. The Government supports a total of 29 
recommendations in full, in principle or in part. One 
recommendation is under review.  
I fully support the Inquiry’s recommendation to declare feral 
cats as an established pest animal. Feral cats are a serious 
threat to Victoria’s threatened wildlife. 43 threatened species 
are directly at risk from feral cat predation. The declaration of 
the feral cat as an established pest animal is part of a 
national commitment to the control of feral cats, and a very 
important milestone in the protection of Victoria’s threatened 
wildlife.  
The declaration will enable the humane, efficient and 
effective control of feral cats in areas of high biodiversity 
value on public land. The Government will work closely with 
key stakeholders and the Victorian community to ensure the 
declaration process considers all views and addresses any 
concerns.  
I am confident the implementation of these recommendations 
will improve the management of invasive animals on Crown 
land in Victoria.  
Hon Lily D’Ambrosio MP   Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/nicole-bond/9107658
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-13/a-worker-at-a-barcaldine-sheep-station/9257054
mailto:upper.murrumbidgee@gmail.com
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/enrc/Invasive_Animals_on_Crown_land/Victorian_Government_s_Response_.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/enrc/Invasive_Animals_on_Crown_land/Victorian_Government_s_Response_.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/enrc/Invasive_Animals_on_Crown_land/Victorian_Government_s_Response_.pdf
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'Vandalism': NSW gives way on Snowy oversight as wild rivers flow 
briefly again  

Sydney Morning Herald       December 8 2017  
The Berejiklian government will act to introduce an advisory 
committee to oversee Snowy Hydro Corporation, years after 
passing a law abolishing the sole panel charged with supervising 
the scheme's environmental impact. 
In September 2014, then water minister Kevin Humphries 
trumpeted the passage of a law replacing the Snowy Scientific 
Committee with a broader advisory panel, saying it would "ensure 
a balance between technical and water management expertise, 
scientific specialists and government, Indigenous and community 
representation". 

The Snowy River just downstream from the Island Bend Dam. Photo: Nick Moir  
But the Coalition government never took the routine step of 
having the new law proclaimed so the replacement committee 
has never existed. 
A spokeswoman for Water Minister Niall Blair told the Herald the 
proclamation "should be within the fortnight", and that Mr Blair 
"wants to get the [advisory] committee established as soon as 
possible". 
"The make-up of this committee is really important for the local 
community and everyone who relies on a healthy Snowy River, 
and nominations will be called shortly, with the committee to 
operational in the New Year," John Barilaro, NSW Nationals 
leader, said. 
The absence of independent oversight for years and uncertainty 
of the make-up of the commitment, however, mean concerns 
linger. 
"Currently there is a complete dearth of independent scientific 
research on the state of the rivers and catchment in the Snowy 
Scheme, which is the most environmentally damaging water 
diversion scheme in the whole of Australia," Louise Crisp, a 
spokeswoman for the Gippsland Environment Group, said. 
The delay in replacing the committee is the latest in a string of 
controversies involving water in NSW, which have included 
allegations of theft that have sparked a slew of enquiries and 
concern about the health of the Murray-Darling Basin. 
Rivers run again 
The absence of an oversight body comes as the Snowy Water 
Licence is under a 10-year mandatory review, and, coincidently, 
two tributaries of the Snowy River have had their first consistent 
flows since 1965 because of the failure of a diversion shaft in 
September. 
The Burrungabugge and Gungarlin rivers, both within the 
Kosciuszko National Park above Jindabyne, are now normally dry 
except for the few times a year when a weir overflows or the 110-
metre shaft is closed for standard maintenance. 
 An expert panel recommended as far back as 1998 to remove an 
aqueduct that would have restored partial natural flows on the 
Gungarlin. 
Ms Crisp said an expert panel recommended as far back as 1998 
to remove an aqueduct that would have restored partial natural 
flows on the Gungarlin. 
A subsequent 2009-10 review of the Snowy Montane Rivers 
recommended Gungarlin get 20 per cent of its natural flow 

restored by 2012. Authorities ignored both calls. 

 Minister Blair's 
spokeswoman said the urgent repairs of the shaft were 
now complete at the Burrungabugge intake, and flows 
would be captured for hydro electricity generation "as 
designed". 
"Permanently releasing water from Burrungabugge and 
Gungarlin rivers and stopping releases from Tolbar and 
Diggers creeks would result in 4.5 kilometres of the 
Snowy River below Island Bend Dam receiving no 
environmental water," she said. 
Ms Crisp said that while it was correct using Tolbar and 
Diggers creeks meant more of the Snowy received 
environmental flows, the two could not deliver the 
scheduled 29 gigalitre per year flows because their 
combined mean annual flow is about 22GL/year or less. 
By contrast, Gungarlin and Burrungabugge aqueducts 
divert about 138GL/year into the Burrungabugge shaft, 
Snowy Hydro said. 
"They were two beautiful rivers that were just cut off," 
Sam Lake, a former member of the scientific panel, said, 
adding that discussion about the current use of their 
water was just what the committee would have debated. 
"We got lots of criticism when we were operating," Dr 
Lake said. "We thought we were protected in the way we 
were set up." 
'Not credible' 
Jeremy Buckingham, the Greens water spokesman, said 
the Coalition government's refusal to listen to 
independent expert advice on water resource 
management was "shameful". 
The government had now been "dragged kicking and 
screaming" to finally proclaim the law to establish the 
advisory panel. 
"The claim that this three-year delay was simply 
administrative is not credible," he said. "It is clear that the 
real reason they have not set up the Snowy Advisory 
Committee is because they do not want to be held to 
account on the adequacy of crucial environmental flows." 
Chris Minns, Labor's water spokesman, said there was a 
wider effort to remove scientific oversight of water 
management, whether for Sydney's water catchment, 
regional NSW or the Snowy. 
"The former minister's insistence that scientists will be 
replaced with an independent panel was particularly 
cynical considering no such committee was ever 
established," he said. 
"When it comes to water policy in NSW you can't rely on 
what the National Party say, only what they do," he said, 
adding it was time to strip the Nationals of control of the 
water portfolio. 
Labor and the Greens may get part of that wish fulfilled. 
"Operational responsibility for environmental water flows 
in the Snowy is being transferred to the Office of 
Environment & Heritage, a commonsense move that 
brings NSW environmental water management under the 
one agency," Mr Blair's spokeswoman said. 

A photograph of "dry" 
Burrungabugge River - which has 
stopped regular flows since 
1965. Photo: Gippsland 

Environment Group   

"How can Snowy Hydro or the 
NSW government justify the 
complete extinguishment of 
two rivers in [the national park] 
in the 21st century?," Ms Crisp 
said. "What was acceptable in 
the 1950s is definitely not 
acceptable now – it's simply 
environmental vandalism." 

https://members.nsw.liberal.org.au/news/state-news/snowy-advisory-committee-established
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/water-licensing/corporate-licences/snowy-hydro
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Annual Far East Gippsland Track Clearing 
20 and 21 October 2017 
By Tony Jambu – Pajero 4WD Club 
The annual Track Clearing Weekend was definitely a success 
with the mild weather, large number of crews and tracks cleared. 
And most importantly, no incidents or injuries. 
My observation of the weekend was how well the two clubs, 
Land Rover Owners Club of Victoria  and Pajero clubs work well 
together in mixed crews and socialised around the campfire and 
dinner.   
I like to say a big thank you to all the 4WD members, kids and 
guest.  Not only did you volunteer your weekend to assist with 
this initiative but also the long drive, fuel, equipment and food.  It 
is so rewarding to be putting something back into the community 
by doing what we love, 4WD driving and putting our toys to use. 
On behalf of the whole group, I would especially like to thank  

 Dave Burton (Area Chief Ranger – Snowy Croajingolong) for 
his support of this initiative with the 4WD community and annual 
attendance 

 Gary Bellesini and Dave Butterworth (Parks Victoria – 
Bendoc) for organising the weekend and being with us on the 
track clearing. 
The Tubbut community for putting on the fabulous and delicious 
dinner. 
The “A” Team Departed from Orbost   By Richard Groom – 
Land Rover Owners Club of Victoria 

I arrived at about 4-00 PM on the Friday afternoon at Orbost 
and set up my tent in the caravan park on lush grass.  Michael 
Millstead headed out of town to a campsite near the mouth of the 
Snowy River and others went to the hotel or motels around town.  
We got together at the hotel for dinner to rubbish the illustrious 
reputation of Land Rover and various other topics.  After packing 
up the next morning I headed up town to the bakery for coffee 
and raisin toast, then the four of us (3 LROCV Members and 1 
Pajero Club member) congregated outside the Parks Vic offices 
to wait for Dave Burton (PV Area Ranger). The other club 
members camped at McKillops Bridge ready for track clearing on 
different tracks for the weekend. 

Soon enough we were on our way north heading for the 
Deddick Trail and chatting on the UHF.  Pausing at the start of 
the Deddick we aired down and Dave ran through the safety 
issues and passed out PPE [Personal Protective Equipment] to 
those who weren’t carrying their own gear.  After Dave unlocked 
the gate and we headed onto the Deddick we travelled about 50 
meters before being stopped by the first fallen tree; not a good 
start! The next fallen tree was encountered soon after and we 
started to think it was going to be a very slow trip to McKillops 
Bridge. 

However there was no pattern in the fallen trees.  
Sometimes there would be a few close together, then we would 
travel for kilometres before encountering another  Being the first 
to use the track since last autumn there was plenty of wildlife 
and abundant regrowth of the forest.  This really is magnificent 
mountain forest country.  Soon enough we reached to top of the 
legendary Staircase.  This section of the Deddick is a descent 
when approached from the south as we were.  It is very steep 
and so large conservation mounds have been constructed for its 
entire length.  Looking over the lip from the top caused me to 
think with some apprehension about my proposal to go to Land 
Rover 70

th
 Anniversary at Cooma next Easter in my SWB Series 

2 Land Rover and driving it down this track!  As I drove over 
about the 3

rd
 conservation mound the surface becomes strewn 

with loose shale rocks and is very steep.  The Discovery lost grip 
and slid forwards, gathering momentum.  It is in low range, first 
gear so I start to feather the brakes but it’s still sliding and the 
ABS system is causing the brake pedal to bounce back at me.  
Then the car reaches the next conservation mound, still the front 
is ahead of the back; all good, as it now starts to slow as it rises 
up onto the next conservation mound.  That was the steepest 
part of the descent and the rest was driven without drama. 

A little further on, after a moderate river crossing we 
reached about the only area on the Deddick that offers a 
clearing big enough for a reasonable sized convoy to stop 
overnight and we paused here for lunch.  This spot is in a 
deep valley with spectacular escarpments and 
surrounded by dense forest to provide shelter from any 
wind.  After lunch we moved on until reaching Campbell’s 
Knob Track [MVO] which Dave opened up to check on 
some previously placed cameras and to try to spot some 
feral cattle down by the river.  Our progress down this 
track was stopped by a massive dead tree fallen across 
the track.  After careful examination Dave decided to 
have a go at clearing this with his chain saw which had a 
long bar.  Eventually we did manage to clear this away 
but we then needed to push on to get to Tubbut.  The 
community of Tubbut and the rangers had agreed to host 
us for a dinner to thank us for volunteering.  Obviously 
keeping the tracks open is very important to this 
community that has known the danger of bushfire to their 
remote community.  So we arrived just on dark and 
enjoyed a hearty meal with the community. 

After dinner we had an interesting drive back to the 
McKillops Bridge camp ground, dodging assorted wildlife 
and then trying to select a less sloping campsite away 
from the many ant mounds on which to erect tents.  I 
found that driving even really solid tent pegs into the 
rocky ground somewhat challenging!  Most then gathered 
around a blazing campfire made from wood gathered 
during the day and getting to know folk from the Pajero 
Club.  A couple of glasses of red wine, lots of chatter 
about the adventures of the day and then off to the land 
of nod. 

The next morning some elected to head off for some 
more track clearing and others wanted to head home.  It 
was decided that rather than just drive straight back out 
we would head out via Worlds End, a spectacular lookout.  
We ended up doing track clearing to reach the lookout 
and the views were definitely worth the effort.  My total 
trip distance was 940 Kms and the trip achieved much by 
way of track clearing prior to the opening of the 4x4 
season and helping to open tracks in case of bushfires. 

 
 The Map 
We are very happy with the map that has been drawn for 
us by Dawn Vandenberg. We’d love you to see it but due 
to a busy time at Black Rainbow, it won’t be available until 
next year. 
As well as maps to give away at tourist centres etc, arge 
prints for display will be printed and made available to 
people who want a more endurable copy to frame. As 
with all Dawn’s work, the map is a work of art. Below is a 
detail. 
More info about how to purchase a copy next year. 
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A group of farmers in south-east New South Wales say 
they will fight an allegation they have damaged a critically 
endangered grassland. 
An independent ecologist's report, submitted as part of an 
investigation by the Department of Environment and 
Energy, stated a 30-hectare paddock sprayed with 
herbicide had contained a majority of natural temperate 
grasses.  
The paddock is part of an 800-hectare property north-west 
of Delegate, NSW, owned by several high-profile farmers 
— John Jeffreys, Richard Taylor, and South East Local 
Land Services chairman David Mitchell. 
The farmers said they had received advice from an 
agronomist that the paddock was not of high conservation 
value, and that sowing down an improved pasture would 
prevent weeds dominating the adjacent 100 hectares of 
grassland they had set aside for conservation. 
Mr Taylor said they rejected the allegation they had 
breached the law. 
"We've done something here that I would have thought in 
agriculture would be considered real best practice," Mr 
Taylor said.  
"We've conducted a big Landcare project, determining that 
only a quarter of the area would go in and improve [the 
pasture], and the three quarters we'd leave and we'd 
manage it for conservation. 
"We had done what I think most people would believe was 
very good practice and we've been hit with a breach of 
legislation."  
F A R M E R S  S A Y  D E F I N I T I O N S  A R E  
T O O  B R O A D  
In April 2016, federal Environment Minister Greg Hunt 
declared the natural temperate grasslands of the Southern 
Eastern Highlands critically endangered, and added them 
to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation (EPBC) Act. 
A map of the natural temperate grasslands includes parts 
of eastern Victoria, south-east NSW and the Central 
Tablelands. 
However, farmers believe the parameters are unworkable 
because of the complexity and an unreasonably broad 
definition of natural temperate grasslands. 
Mr Taylor said the fact that farmers had not been 
consulted had led to poor outcomes for farmers and the 
environment. 
"If the aim of the legislation is to protect an endangered 
ecosystem, and landholders know nothing about that, then 
how are they going to achieve their objective? It's 
ludicrous," Mr Taylor said. 
"If the department want to be bloody minded about 
enforcing that, then I guess we'll have to fight."  
G R A S S L A N D S  I M P O R T A N T  P A R T  O F  
E N V I R O N M E N T  
The Envirofactor principal ecologist Wendy Hawes has 
investigated breaches of native vegetation laws across 
state and federal jurisdictions. 
She believes the federal listing of natural temperate 

grasslands will help to protect critically endangered areas. 
"Federally the listing of grasslands at least identifies the 
importance of the grasslands and the fact that we've lost most 
of them," she said. 
"So it is important they are listed so people understand that 
we've got very few of these areas left.  
"They're very important for maintaining soil structure, they're 
important to maintain so that at some point in the future as 
climate change increases, we may want to go back and 
cultivate these grasslands." 
Ecologists argue that without prosecution, farmers will not 
comply with the laws. 
"A law is only as good as its compliance. If you have a law and 
you don't make people obey it, then you may as well not have 
the law," Ms Hawes said. 
E D U C A T I O N  N E E D S  T O  B E  D O N E  
P R O P E R L Y ,  E C O L O G I S T  S A Y S  
Ms Hawes also wants to see education, extension and 
stewardship payments introduced in order to create better 
conservation outcomes. 
"Education is hugely important and I think it's the thing the 
Government has done really, really poorly," she said. 
"People need to know what these ecosystems are that are 
protected. You can't expect people to obey a law that they 
don't know exists." 
The Office of Environment and Energy would not comment on 
the case while the investigation was underway. 
But in a statement a spokesperson said that during the EPBC 
listing review process conducted between 2013 and 2016, the 
department consulted directly with a wide range of 
stakeholders. 
These included the National Farmers' Federation, NSW 
Farmers, the National Irrigators Council, and the ACT and 
NSW Governments.  
The spokesperson said in the statement that consultation with 
the agriculture sector was facilitated by the department's 
environment liaison officer, an outposted position with the 
National Farmers Federation. 
"In addition to the targeted consultation, the draft listing 
assessment was released for public comment in 2014," the 
statement read. 
An information guide was produced following the revised 
listing in 2016.  
Hard copies were sent to all Local Land Services and council 
offices in the region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farmers near Delegate reject suggestion they damaged endangered grassland 
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Kangaroo grass—strengths 

 Native grass. 

 Persistent under low soil 
nitrogen conditions. 

 Very palatable to livestock 
pre-flowering. 

 Rapid early spring growth. 

 Seed can be harvested 
from native pasture stands. 

Position  Description  
Community Support Services Support Worker 
The Community Support Services Support Worker is 
responsible for assisting clients with a range of care support 
services to enable them to remain living independently in 
their own homes 
S U P P O R T  W O R K E R S  
Do you have a passion for looking after the elderly in the local 
community?  
Snowy-Monaro Council are seeking Support Workers region wide 
to provide a range of care support services to enable our clients to 
remain living independently in their own homes.  
To be successful in this role you will need: 

 Class C drivers licence 

 Your own comprehensively insured vehicle 

 Demonstrated experience and/or qualifications in Aged Care  
Passionate about Council's Vision and Values  
For key responsibilities and selection criteria please read through 
the Position Description 
To apply for this role download an Application Form and submit in 
person to any Council office or Email to Jobs 
For more information please contact the People & Culture Team 
on 1300 345 345 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-10-09/farmers-fight-breach-allegation-native-vegetation-law/9023616?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8940&user_id=907a2774eef28704f8c16e0b45de6674ef5361e77d27be8e582ce47ed6481263&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Ema
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/communities/maps/pubs/152-map.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-10-09/farmers-fight-breach-allegation-native-vegetation-law/9023616?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8940&user_id=907a2774eef28704f8c16e0b45de6674ef5361e77d27be8e582ce47ed6481263&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Ema
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/natural-temperate-grassland-se-highlands-guide
http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/pastures/Html/glossary.htm#grass
http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/pastures/Html/glossary.htm#pasture
https://www.snowymonaro.nsw.gov.au/DocumentCenter/View/6723
https://www.snowymonaro.nsw.gov.au/DocumentCenter/View/6724
mailto:jobs@snowymonaro.nsw.gov.au
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Changes to the Native Vegetation Removal 
Regulations  

The planning scheme amendment to implement changes to 
Victoria's native vegetation removal regulations has now been 
gazetted.  
Details of Amendment VC138 can be found on Planning Scheme 
Amendments Online.  
The changes are the result of the recent review of regulations. 
The changes will better protect Victoria’s sensitive native 
vegetation and ensure the regulations are easier to use by:  

 better accounting for the environmental value of large 

scattered trees, endangered vegetation types and sensitive 
wetlands and coastal areas in decision making 

 making the system fairer, by allowing some site based 

information to supplement mapped information, and ensuring the 
information used in the regulations better reflects the vegetation 
on the ground. 

 improving monitoring and reporting on the implementation 
of the regulations. 

More information  
Information about the review, the changes to the regulations, 
and the range of supporting materials available can be found at 
www.environment.vic.gov.au/native-vegetation 
 

Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 
review 
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Lily 
D’Ambrosio has released a Report summarising the submissions 
received during public consultation earlier this year and outlining 
the Government’s response. 
The Report and submissions are now published on the Victorian 
Government’s consultation portal Engage Victoria. 
Thank you to everyone who made a submission. Over 200 
submissions from were received, including from industry, 
environment groups, public authorities and individuals during 
eight weeks of consultation ending in March 2017. The views of 
the community and stakeholders have been heard and the 
government will continue to work closely with key stakeholders in 
developing changes to the Act. 
By modernising and strengthening the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act, we will be better placed to provide effective 
protection of Victoria’s flora and fauna and their habitats. 
The review of the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act is part of the 

government’s broader long-term agenda to ensure stronger 

protection of Victoria’s biodiversity. This includes the renewal of 

the government’s biodiversity strategy Protecting Victoria’s 

Environment – Biodiversity 2037 and the review of the Native 

Vegetation Removal Regulations. 

 

  
  

  

“The comprehensive training course ensures our teams 
are trained to the highest levels in fighting fires and 
reducing bushfire risk.”  
“The mix of classroom theory and field-based activities 
helps prepare our staff for the demands of the fire ground 
and the varied role of a firefighter. They will also get to 
meet and work alongside experienced firefighters and 
gain an understanding of what it’s like on the fire line.”  
“At the completion of the camps, the PFFs will return to 
their work centres to undertake additional training and 
accreditation, including four-wheel driving and dangerous 
tree management.”  
“They will then assist our permanent crews to undertake 
priority works including fire suppression, planned 
burning, track clearing and slashing.”  
“They will also be available for deployment both within 
the Gippsland region and across the state, depending on 
the severity of the season.”  
“All our staff have an emergency response role as well as 
their usual job. This can be anything from a firefighter, to 
catering officer, planning officer, public information 
officer, incident controller, operations officer, staging area 
manager, airbase manager and many more - we all have 
a part to play when it comes to any emergency incident.”  
“In Gippsland, we have four fixed-wing bombers in place 
due to the recent bushfires, plus a light helicopter. There 
will be another two helicopters based at Heyfield and the 
Latrobe Valley airbase and another fixed-wing 
reconnaissance aircraft at Latrobe Valley.”  
“And on the ground we have 88 specialist firefighting 
4WD vehicles (or ultralight tankers), 14 dozers and 15 
heavy tankers ready to support our crews in fire 
management and suppression.”  

From the departments 

Firewood collection from Crown 
Land closed on December 1 and will 

reopen March 1 

Firefighter training and preparedness  
Nov 23 2017 
Forest Fire Management Victoria firefighting recruits are being 
put through their paces this week at a training camp in Licola, 50 
kilometres north of Heyfield.  
Assistant Chief Fire officer, Chris Stephenson said: “This year, 
we have our usual 174 Project Firefighters, (PFFs), plus an 
additional 35 for this season, boosting our total to 209 forest 
firefighters for Gippsland.”  
“There are also 17 new Forest Fire Operations roles across the 
region.”  
“During the week-long camp, the PFFs will cover topics 
including emergency management procedures, safety and 
survival techniques, fire suppression techniques and planned 
burning.”  

Bushfire hazard mapping changes  
November 6, 2017  

The Victorian Government is introducing planning 
scheme changes to make homes and communities 
safer from bushfire risk.     

Bushfire hazard mapping has been updated in all 
Victorian planning schemes as part of a state-wide 
review. This update forms part of the Victorian 
Government’s response and commitment to the 
implementation of the recommendations of the 2009 
Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission.  

The changes to the Bushfire Management Overlay 
mapping in the East Gippsland Planning Scheme will 
result in a significant number of new private properties 
having the overlay applied to them.    

This means that most new developments will need a 
planning permit. The permit will ensure that measures 
will be put in place to reduce the bushfire hazard.    

If you are in an area proposed to be included in the new 
mapping and you want to build and undertake works on 
your land, you need to be aware of these changes. You 
can check if your land is in the Bushfire Management 
Overlay (BMO) using the Victorian Government’s 
planning maps online tool, planning.vic.gov.au/bmo.  

https://t.e2ma.net/click/ubps9/qo0i6i/68qdxg
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ubps9/qo0i6i/68qdxg
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ubps9/qo0i6i/m1rdxg
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ubps9/qo0i6i/2tsdxg
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I spent 1 year after Bonang and Tubbut amalgamated and on 
weekends I used to work on the farm for mum when I had time. 
Come Monday mornings we would be potholing or driving the 
tractor and grader, a drawn grader and this grader had no 
hydraulics. It had wind up and down screws, one of the 
neighbours called them dryholics.  

We dug holes along the side of the road to put up guard posts to 
guide traffic around the bends. We painted them white with a 
black sock. Later in the day we cut scrub on the bends and in 
the gully to see better. The following day we would use the 
tractor and grader to pull out the drains. This would be taken 
across the road and we'd mix the windrow around the outside 
and take it over and grade it back and finish. This would 
sometimes make the road smoother to drive on. K.McLeod used 
to come from Orbost. He was our road master and he would tell 
us what to do. He also would take orders to bring tyres, fuel, oil, 
grease, razor blades, axe handles and slasher handles etc. We 
were always breaking them so we needed them. I had 8 different 
bosses while I was at Tubbut and Bonang. I was never a boss 
though. 

Sometimes we would fix up the bridges or a gang would come 
up from Bairnsdale to work on the bridges. When there was a 
gravelling contract for putting new gravel on the road the trucks 
would cart the gravel and the grader would spread the gravel up 
and down the road and it was my job to write out a ticket for 
each load to each truck driver. Before the gravel was spread the 
power grader would have to grade up the road so it was ready 
for the gravel to be spread on top. There used to be engineers 
that come up to the area to survey parts of the road and see if 
they were going to change the road, bends or bridges.  

There are a few sign posts to look after on the Tubbut road. The 
one that used to be hard to do and repaint were the old wooden 
ones. You had to take care because the letters and numbers 
were countersunk and hard to paint. I'd start with white paint first 
and then black paint on the letters and numbers. Not too much 
paint or you'd overdo it and it would run. When miles changed to 
kilometres we were changing the posts with the right numbers 
on them instead of the miles.  

I remember once C.Ludwick was with me and he had an idea to 
put big rocks on the edges of the road around the bend and 
paint them white. It looked okay to me.   

Over the other side of McKillops bridge up the mountain we 
used to grade the narrow road there, pulling out the drains and 
taking them across Wheelers Saddle. We had to take it easy; if 
cutting from the outside in, the blade would catch on the stump 
or a rock and you would go sideways in a hurry. The tractor 
driver would stop and he'd have to pull the pin that held the 
blade on the grader and he'd have to back it up a little and start 
again after putting the pin back in. You had to watch it all the 
time and away you would go.  

A bit more about my working for the CRB; I have to correct 
myself. I spent 13 years at tubbut CRB and 1 year at Bonang 
CRB due to the amalgamation because C.Town went back to 
Orbost to live and work for the CRB there. So I was now part of 
the Bonang gang. Working with the boss W.Haley. G.Collins, 
K.Ingram and I. Enough of that for now. G.Collins was a really 
really great character. If you tried to tell him something he would 
either correct you or agree with you. I remember one day it 
came up about who was related to who, so not thinking I 
mentioned Graham. I don't think we were related. The answer 
came back, don't be too sure about that, Nevens. So I am going 
to ask someone that I know if I am related to Graham.  

You know Graham was one in a million— to come across 
someone like him and work with him. K.Ingram is a different 
kettle of fish and W.Haley was also different. Well you all can be 
the judge of that, I might be wrong. There are things I know and 
things I don't know.  

Going back to the day I started with the CRB with Mr. C.White. 

When I was doing a job with him I always got it wrong. 
He was not a good person to work with or for because 
nothing was good enough and so on. I battled on for 15 
months with him and one Monday morning I said to my 
mum I'm finishing up working with him. She said, “Don't 
give up, your stepfather and I will go and talk to him.” I 
went to work but not near him. Later that day K.McLeod 
came and asked how I was coping. I said "just". So later 
I heard C.White resigned and a new boss came. His 
name was C.Morris. He was the best, well he was easier 
to get along with anyways. He would tell me tall tails and 
stories. Some things I won't repeat.  

To be continued 

 

 

This grader might be before Laurie’s time but it shows 
that we’ve wanted help to level surfaces for a long time. 

Contributed by Lisa 
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Answers on page 22 

Spring flowers at Goongerah by Dragen 
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Andy working at his desk. He is our great business manager. He 
works really hard for our school every Monday. 

I hope you have fun trying to find all 
these Christmas words.  
SANTA CHRISTMAS
 PRESENTS 
REINDEER CARROT BELLS 
CANDY DECEMBER 
 FAMILY 
TREE  HOUSE THINGS  
TURKEY PUDDING SLEIGH EVE 

Tricky Word find by Imogen 
Some words are spelt backwards. 
See if you can find all these words: 
TREE  TO DOLLY 
BLACKIE IS RED ZOO 
WATER IT DOOF 
BLACK ON BEE 

Answers to Kash’s 
Christmas jokes p 21 

 

1. Chill out 
2. Mooooey Christmas 
3. Frost bite 
 

Dragen’s Christmas Crackles 
 
Dragen made some of these and 
brought them to school to share. 
They were yummy. 
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Bigger appetite for kangaroo meat needed to rein in booming roo numbers, ecologist says 

ABC September 13 2017 by Tom Fedorowytsch 

 
Australians need to embrace kangaroo meat and help bring 
booming numbers of the big-footed marsupials under control to 
protect other species, a veteran ecologist has argued. 
Associate Professor David Paton, from the University of 
Adelaide, said the community needed to get behind kangaroo 
culls in certain regions, and consuming roo meat would ensure 
the carcasses were not wasted. 
"If we're going to cull these animals we do it humanely, but we 
also perhaps should think about what we might use the animals 
that are killed for," he said. 
"We shouldn't just simply leave them out in paddocks to rot or 
leave them in the reserves to rot." 
Associate Professor Paton has conducted a long-term 
experiment with several plots of fenced-off bushland at Sandy 
Creek Conservation Park in the Barossa Valley. 
He said ever-increasing numbers of hungry kangaroos had 
been unable to get into the plots, allowing the vegetation to 
return to levels not seen since his youth in the 1970s. 
Able to grow more freely, the plants were supporting birds that 
have not enjoyed the same levels of population growth as the 
park's western grey kangaroos. 
"This is as I remember it as a young man starting to be an 
ecologist, this is what we should have in these places," 
Associate Professor Paton said. 
"If you don't cull the kangaroos or don't reduce their populations 
in some way, then you're going to lose a lot of other 
biodiversity." 
He stressed he was not against kangaroos, and blamed 
humans for land practices, and the removal of predators, that 
caused them to flourish. 
"It's not the kangaroos' fault they're overabundant, it's probably 
we've just been too reluctant to take a stick to them, remove 
them out of the system sooner, to actually prevent the damage 
being caused." 
K A N G A R O O S  B E I N G  C U L L E D  O N  P U B L I C  
A N D  P R I V A T E  L A N D  
South Australia's Department for Environment, Water and 
Natural Resources estimated there were 4.7 million kangaroos 
in the commercial harvesting zone, which takes up much of 
rural South Australia. 
Regional director Brenton Grear confirmed a cull had also been 
underway in the Mount Lofty Ranges. 
Photo: Kangaroos have done well after several years of 
average or above-average rainfall. (ABC News: Tom 
Fedorowytsch)  
"We're implementing control programs in various parks and we 
are actually looking to expand those control programs," he said. 
"Under the National Parks and Wildlife Act, we can undertake 
measures on parks to cull kangaroos, and we also have … 
destruction permits, all done in the light of the Animal Welfare 
Act." 
Mr Grear wanted to reassure the community that kangaroos 
were being destroyed sensitively. 
"We use competent shooters to actually ensure that animals are 

killed humanely." 
But Animal Liberation SA questioned whether the 
marsupials could be controlled through non-lethal means, 
saying it was opposed to culling. 
"There is some talk of sterilisation, but I think that's a while 
off, the best way to do it would be to relocate kangaroos," 
spokeswoman Sally Sutton said. 
"I know that they're supposed to be shot with a headshot, 
but whether that's the actual case, particularly because a 
lot of culls are done at night, how are they going to see to 
do a headshot, and also what happens to the joeys, that 
are in pouch or at foot." 
L A B O R  M P  B A C K S  C O M M U N I T Y  
D E B A T E  O N  C U L L  
Tom Kenyon, the MP for Newland on Adelaide's suburban 
fringe, had similar concerns about overabundant 
kangaroos. 
"Some of my constituents have told me … they're getting 
kangaroos coming onto their property in very large 
numbers, and that's been a problem for them," he said. 

Photo: Ecologist David Paton says native vegetation is 
greatly diminished due to kangaroo overgrazing. (ABC 
News: Tom Fedorowytsch)  
Mr Kenyon, who has a degree in environmental 
management, said a cull may be the "least-worst" solution. 
"The management of animals is untidy, and from time to 
time it's going to be very ugly … but mass starvation of 
animals is also ugly," he said. 
David Paton said that dealing with exploding numbers of 
the emblem species was a "conundrum". 
"Is it just about kangaroos and is that the only thing, or is it 
about managing to keep kangaroos in the landscape at 
levels where they don't take out much of the rest of our 
biodiversity?" 

East Gippsland Shire reminds us  to keep waste and 
sustainability in mind when enjoying the festive 
season.  
‘When buying gifts consider that within six months, only 
one per cent of everything the average person buys is still 
in use. The other 99 per cent has been discarded.   
Consider purchasing presents secondhand or made from 
recycled products. Buying these items keeps valuable 
resources in circulation.  
If you don’t have much luck with secondhand gifts, have a 
conversation with your loved ones about what they would 
really like to receive. This way you will guarantee your 
gifts will be loved and used, rather than ending up in the 
waste stream. It also makes shopping a whole lot easier.  
For more simple tips to make your family's Christmas 
special without costing the earth - visit Planet Ark's 12 
Do's of Christmas website, planetark.org/
campaigns/12dos.’ 
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Take control over the end of your life: what you need to know about 
advance care directives  

Nola Ries   The Conversation September 15, 2016  

Many agree on the factors contributing to a good death. People 
want to be treated with dignity, have relief from pain and, as 
much as possible, to control what happens to them.  
Advance care planning is one way to exercise control. The 
process involves discussing and expressing preferences about 
the kind of care you would or would not want in a situation 
where you lack the mental capacity to make decisions.  
As part of this process, you can write an advance care directive 
– a document that can be legally binding. It states your views 
and instructions about health care and other personal matters.  
You can also appoint someone you trust to be you health care 
decision-maker. Despite its usefulness, only a small number of 
Australians (around 14%) currently have an advance care 
directive.  
W H Y  H A V E  A  D I R E C T I V E ?  

Studies show at least one-third of patients receive non-
beneficial treatments at the end of their life, including tube-
feeding and surgical procedures when there is little hope of the 
patient getting better. This is despite many older Australians 
saying they do not want medical interventions to keep them 
alive when their quality of life is poor. 
With a good advance care directive in place, people are more 
likely to have their wishes for care respected. People with a 
directive are also more likely to experience fewer unwanted 
medical interventions, less likely to be moved from their home 
or community care to a hospital, and less likely to die in a 
hospital. 
A directive means you can tell people your health care wishes so your choices 
can be legally respected. Sybil Liberty/Flickr, CC BY  

If a patient who doesn’t have a directive is seriously ill and 
unable to communicate, doctors will consult with family or 
others close to the patient about their care. Family members 
and caregivers often experience stress and guilt when making 
decisions for a loved one at the end of their life. These 
decisions are made easier if they are guided by the values and 
preferences expressed in an advance care directive. 
A R E  D I R E C T I V E S  L E G A L L Y  B I N D I N G ?  

In Australia, the legal context for advance care planning is 
complicated as every state and territory has its own laws, but 
they have common principles. For instance, each law respects 
the right of an adult who has mental capacity to plan in 
advance for their health care.  
There are two kinds of directives: statutory and common law. A 
statutory directive means the person completes a document 
that meets specific government requirements – such as this 
one in South Australia or this one in Queensland. This week, 
the Victorian government introduced a bill to parliament to 
make advanced care directives legally enforceable. 
New South Wales and Tasmania don’t have statutes that 
create forms for advance care directives, but people can make 
common law directives. This means they can state their health 
care wishes in their own way and they can be legally 
respected. 
In 2009, the NSW Supreme Court ruled that a hospital had to 
follow the medical instructions a man had recorded in 
worksheets. The man was hospitalised with serious illness, lost 
consciousness and went into kidney failure. The court said the 
hospital had to respect the written instructions that refused 
blood transfusions and dialysis. 
States that have statutory advance directives may also allow a 
person to make a common law directive. So it is not always 
necessary to use a government form. People interested in 
making an advance directive or appointing a health-care 
decision-maker should look up the rules in their state or 
territory; there are some good websites with accurate 
information. 
W H A T ’ S  I N  A  D I R E C T I V E ?  

People often think of an advance care directive as a document 
that refuses consent to specific treatments. For example, you 

can specify you don’t want CPR or tube-feeding if you have 
a life-threatening medical problem with little chance of 
recovery.  
This is true. But directives can also be used to document 
your values, say what quality of life means to you and 
specify if you have spiritual or lifestyle beliefs you want 
respected. For instance, you can write down things that 
would help create a home-like environment if you have to be 
cared for in a facility, such as music you would like to listen 
to or treasured items you would like in your room.  
You can describe the music you would like to listen to if you have to be 
cared for in a facility. from shutterstock.com  

A person might complete an official statutory form to appoint 
someone as their health-care decision-maker, then attach a 
statement of values. 
A statement of values, wishes and preferences can be 
helpful for appointed decision-makers and for care 
providers. Websites such as My Values can help you 
consider issues about medical care and dying you may not 
have thought about before. 
W H A T  E L S E  D O  I  N E E D  T O  K N O W ?  

You are encouraged to review your advance care directive, 
and other legal documents, to make sure they are up-to-
date and reflect your current wishes and instructions. 
It is also vital to share your directive with your health-care 
providers, appointed decision-maker (if you have one), 
family members and other loved ones who may be called on 
to help make decisions. Doctors cannot follow a directive if 
they don’t know it exists. 
There is no mandatory central registry in Australia to make 
sure doctors have access to directives when needed. But 
people with an electronic health record – known as My 
Health Record – can include their advance care directive 
information there.  
Advance care planning is typically promoted in health-care 
settings. But some people are more likely to talk to a lawyer 
than a doctor about their health wishes. This often happens 
when a person seeks legal help on other aspects of future 
planning, such as writing a will or appointing a financial 
decision maker.  
I have argued that legal and health professions can work 
together more effectively to help their clients plan for their 
future health care. Doing so promotes their clients’ interests 
and autonomy. It makes sure people’s values and wishes 
are known, even beyond a time when they can no longer 
speak for themselves. 
In Victoria, a template for stating your wishes is available at 
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/about/publications/
formsandtemplates/advance-care-plan-template 
In NSW, look up http://planningaheadtools.com.au/advance-
care-planning/ for information about setting out your wishes.  
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Lisa’s Yum Yum 
Balls 
1 pkt arrowroot biscuits 
1 cup dessicated coconut  
Quarter cup cocoa powder 
One tin of sweetened 
condensed milk 
Extra coconut to roll balls 
in 
Crush biscuits with rolling 
pin or in food processor. 
Mix ingredients together, 
roll into balls and roll in 
coconut. 
Refrigerate for a couple of 
hours. 
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Some of you will have filled out this form at the Big Bonang Arvo on November 28th. The following day a group 
of local people met with Sueanne and Merryll at Bonang to complete community profiles for the communities in 
our district. This was a very interesting process, identifying that a lot goes on in our district but just a few people 
do the bulk of the work. It indicated where our strengths and weakness lie and raised the question of what the 
loss of paid employees at TNH and key volunteers would mean for us.  
Now is a great time to step into some exciting processes. If you did not do so already, please fill in the form 
below and mail it to Sueanne at East Gippsland Shire (PO Box 1618, Bairnsdale, Vic 3875 ) or scan it and email to 
the address in the document. Stamped, addressed envelopes are available at TNH. 



Local Government Matters  
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Cr Joe Rettino was elected Mayor of East Gippsland Shire 

Council for a second consecutive term at a Special 

Council Meeting. Cr Mark Reeves will serve as Deputy 

Mayor.Cr Rettino, elected to council in 2016, has 

previously served in local government as a Councillor and 

Mayor of the former City of Bairnsdale. He also has 

extensive senior management experience in the private 

sector. 

Farewell to Lindsay Griffin who is retiring from his 
position at East Gippsland Shire council on 

December 20th.  
Lindsay has been a rock for our community since the fires 
of February 2014, always available to attend meetings 
despite the long road up. 
We all wish you the best in your retirement and want you 
to know that you are always welcome here. 
It looks as though Shane Turner is stepping up to take 
over Lindsay’s role. 
His contacts are: shanet@egipps.vic.gov.au and 0429 
017 260.  

Youth Ambassadors applications open  
East Gippsland Shire Council is calling for nominations from 
young people to be part of its popular Youth Ambassador 
program.  
Youth Ambassadors are a group of young people aged 12 – 25 
from across East Gippsland who have chosen to fulfil roles to 
create positive change in their communities.   
Young people living, working or studying in East Gippsland who 
have an interest in improving life for young people in the area 
are invited to nominate for next year’s program.  
Council is looking for a diverse group of people with different 
interests and backgrounds – no previous experience 
necessary.  
Mayor Cr Joe Rettino said Youth Ambassadors have links with 
council and youth-focused agencies to allow ideas to be turned 
into real action.  
“Youth Ambassadors also get to participate in a range of 
training opportunities to build their leadership skills and 
introduce them to the world of local government,” Cr Rettino 
said.  
“You will be involved in organising a number of events for 
young people such as festivals, forums and workshops. You 
will also represent East Gippsland at youth-focused meetings 
and conferences across the state.  
“This program is an opportunity for young people to influence 
the activities, events and opportunities provided for young 
people in our community,” Cr Rettino concluded.  
To apply for the 2018 Youth Ambassador program, visit 
eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/youth or facebook.com/
YouthVoiceEG.  
Applications close Thursday 21 December.  

Some waste is worse than others—asbestos 
 

East Gippsland Shire Council is reminding residents, 
particularly DIY renovators, to learn about the dangers of 
asbestos.  

This month is National Asbestos Awareness Month, with 
the campaign aiming to raise awareness that asbestos 
can be lurking in any home built or renovated before 
1987.  

Australia was among the world’s largest consumers of 
asbestos-containing materials with asbestos used in the 
manufacture of a broad range of building and decorator 
products that can still be found in brick, weatherboard, 
fibro or clad homes.  

Today, asbestos-containing materials remain in one in 
every three Australian homes so it’s vital that 
homeowners, renovators and tradespeople visit 
asbestosawareness.com.au to learn where these types of 
materials might be found and how to manage and dispose 
of asbestos safely.   

In East Gippsland Shire, asbestos can be disposed of at 
the Bairnsdale Landfill. Deliveries require 24 hours’ 
notice, you will need to phone the landfill on 03 5152 
6535, or our customer service centres, to make an 
appointment.   

Residents also need to pack and transport the asbestos 
properly to ensure they, landfill staff and the wider 
community are safe when the asbestos is stored and 
during transportation.  

Asbestos must be wrapped in two layers of polythene 
sheeting, approximately 0.2mm thick (for example heavy 
duty builders’ plastic). The wrapping must be completely 
sealed with adhesive tape so no asbestos fibres can 
escape.  

Lastly, the packages need to be kept to a manageable 
size so they can be easily moved.  

Disposal of domestic asbestos costs $20 for packages up 

to 20 kilograms. As a guide, this is the same weight as a 

standard bag of potting mix.  

mailto:shanet@egipps.vic.gov.au
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Five reasons not to spray the bugs in your garden 
this summer  

The Conversation November 6 2017 
By Lizzy Lowe, Cameron Webb and Kate Umbers 
There are times when insecticides are needed (especially when 
pest populations are surging or the risk of disease is high) but you 
don’t have to reach for the spray every time. Here are five good 
reasons to avoid pesticides wherever possible, and live and let live. 
1 .  E N C O U R A G E  T H E  B E E S  A N D  
B U T T E R F L I E S ,  E N J O Y  M O R E  F R U I T S  A N D  
F L O W E R S  

Hover fly.  

Flowers and fruits are the focal points of even the smallest 
gardens, and many of our favourites rely on visits from insect 
pollinators. We all know about the benefits of European 
honey bees (Apis mellifera), but how about our “home grown” 
pollinators – our native bees, hover flies, beetles, moths and 
butterflies. All these species contribute to the pollination of 
our native plants and fruits and veggies.  
You can encourage these helpful pollinators by growing 
plants that flower at different times of the year (especially 
natives) and looking into sugar-water feeders or insect hotels 
Marjoram / oregano is a great bee attractor. 
2 .  D E L I G H T  Y O U R  D E C O M P O S E R S ,  
T H E Y ’ R E  L I K E  M I N I  B U L L D O Z E R S  

 
You can help them out with compost heaps and worm farms 
that can be dug into the ground. It’s also good to keep some 
areas of your lawn un-mowed, and to create areas of leaf 
litter. Keeping your garden well-watered will also help your 
underground ecosystems, but be mindful of water restrictions 
and encouraging mosquitoes. 
3 .  A N  A R M Y  O F  B E N E F I C I A L  B U G S  
C A N  E A T  Y O U R  P E S T S  
Mantises and dragonflies are just some of the hundreds of 
fascinating and beautiful bugs we are lucky to see around our 
homes. Many of these wonderful creatures are predators of 
mozzies, house flies and cockroaches, yet people are using 
broad-spectrum insecticides which kill these beneficial bugs 
alongside the pests.  
It may sound counterproductive to stop using pesticides in 
order to control pests around the home, but that’s exactly 
what organic farmers do. By reducing pesticides you allow 
populations of natural enemies to thrive.  

Slaters improve your soil quality. 
Alan Kwok  
To break down leaf litter and other 
organic waste you need 
decomposers. Worms, beetles and 
slaters will munch through decaying 
vegetation, releasing nutrients into 
the soil that can be used by plants.  
  

Many farmers grow specific plants to encourage beneficial 
insects, which has been shown to reduce the damage to 
their crops. 
This form of pest control in growing in popularity because 
spraying can result in insecticide resistance. Fortunately, it’s 
easy to encourage these bugs: they go where their prey is. If 
you have a good range of insects in your yard, these helpful 
predators are probably also present. 
4 .  Y O U R  G A R D E N  W I L L  S U P P O R T  
M O R E  W I L D L I F E ,  B O T H  B I G  A N D  
S M A L L  
Spraying with broad-spectrum pesticides will kill off more 
than just insects and spiders – you’re also going after the 
animals that eat them. The more insects are around, the 
more birds, mammals, reptiles and frogs will thrive in your 
backyard. 
Baiting for snails, for example, will deter the blue-tongue 
lizards that eat them, so cage your vegetables to protect 
them instead. Keeping your garden well-watered, and 
including waterbaths, will also encourage a balanced 
ecosystem (but change the waterbaths regularly).  
5 .  Y O U  A N D  Y O U R  F A M I L Y  W I L L  B E  
H A P P I E R  A N D  H E A L T H I E R  
Engaging with nature increases well-being and stimulates 
learning in children. Insects are a fantastic way to engage 
with nature, and where better to do this than in your own 
back yard! Observing and experimenting on insects is a 
wonderful teaching tool for everything from life cycles to the 
scientific method. It will also teach your kids to value nature 
and live sustainably.  
It’s also a hard truth that domestic pesticides present a 
significant risk of poisoning, especially for small children.  
In reality, the risk of exposing your children to the pesticides 
far outweighs the nuisance of having a few bugs around. 
Instead, integrated pest management, which combines non-
chemical techniques like cleaning of food residues, removal 
of potential nutrients, and sealing cracks and crevices, is 
safer for your family and your garden ecosystems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T H I N K  G L O B A L L Y ,  A C T  L O C A L L Y  
Your backyard has a surprising impact on the broader health 
of your neighbourhood, and gardens can make significant 
contributions to local biodiversity. Insects are an important 
part of ecosystem conservation, and encouraging them will 
improve the health of your local environment (and probably 
your health and well-being too).  

The jumping spider is a great consumer of small harmful insects 
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EMERGENCY 
/AMBULANCE/FIRE:  000 
 
POLICE 
Bendoc:  (02)64581477  
Orbost:  (03)51541073 
Delegate: (02)64588044 
Bombala: (02)64583444 
 
HOSPITALS 
Orbost:  (03)51546666 
Delegate: (02)64598000 
Bombala: (02)64585777 
 
DOCTORS 
Orbost:  (03)51546777 
Delegate: (02)64951369 
Bombala: (02)64583022 
 
NRMA/RACV 
Jack Stewart: (02)64588047 
 
CFA 
Bendoc CFA  (02)64581530 
Bairnsdale: 1800756566 
Burn-off: 1800668511 
Bushfire Info: 1800240667 
www.vicemergency.com 
  
DWELP  
Bendoc: (02)64590500 
Orbost: (03)51611222 
 
PARKS VICTORIA 
Bendoc: (02) 64590412 

  
For Parks closures see parks.vic.gov.au 
phone 13 19 63.  
 
 
 
 

GOONGERAH/TUBBUT P-8 SCHOOL 
Goongerah Campus: (03)51540133 
Tubbut Campus:  (02)64580261 
  
DELEGATE SCHOOL 
Pre-School:  (02)64588196 
Primary School: (02)64588183 
  
POST OFFICE 
Orbost:  (03)51541006 
Delegate: (02)64588142 
  
SHIRE NUMBERS 
East Gippsland: (03)51539500 
    1300555886 (free call) 
Bombala Council: (02)64583555 
  
LIBRARY 
East Gippsland : (03)51539500 or  
 (03)51524225 
Bombala: (02)64583196 
  
DELEGATE PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 
RTC Centre: (02)6458388 
  
DELEGATE GENERAL STORE 
Irene & Rowena Butterworth (02)64588142 
  
PSYCHOLOGIST/COUNSELLOR 
Jo Phillips:   0407183476 
Marj Loadman  (03)51759500 
Di & Ross Robinson  0438841270 
Jeff Forsyth   (03)51546717 
  
TUBBUT NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE 
Deb & Lisa   (02)64580295 
 
BENDOC NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE 

Chris    (02) 64581402  
  
  

  

 Useful phone numbers 
 

TUBBUT NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE 
Will be closed for the Victoria School Holiday 

and will Re-open on Wednesday 31st 
January 2018 


