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The Tubbut Tattler is produced by the Coordinators of the Tubbut Neighbourhood House 
which is funded by the Victorian Government. Material herein is the responsibility of the 
authors and does not represent the views of the DVICG or Tubbut Neighbourhood House 
unless stated. We welcome material from, and of interest to, people in the border areas of 
East Gippsland and NSW.  

CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Available for cleaning (only) 
Contact Natasha 64588162 or 0408477774 

 WANTED 

Old crockery of any colour except white, can 
have patterns, can be broken. 

Please contact Sue Collins 64580287 or the NH, 
or leave at the Bonang Hall. 

These will be used to Mosaic the Pizza Oven at 
Bonang. 

 

Septic getting full? 
Robert Hampshire will pump out your loo. Septic tanks, 
porta-loos— no problems Truck has capacity to handle 2 

tanks/trip Phone:  0417423983  
Please keep your old glass bottles for Robert too as he is 

a passionate collector. 

 Bobcat contractor for hire 
Slashing, clearing, small earthworks, levelling, 

preparation for sheds, carports, water tanks and paving 
and clean ups 

Ring  Steve 0407190258 or email 
stephenscroope@bigpond.com 

Tattler Contributions:  We welcome your articles, 
news, reports on local groups, photos from local 
events, milestones, interesting stories, poems, 

biographies, births, deaths, historical items, and 
more.   We also welcome any letters to the editors,  

Available for parties and anything—Tubbut  
pizza oven (Bonang Hall also has one available 

for public hire 

FOR HIRE 
 

The Tubbut Neighbourhood House has the 
following for Hire: 

Trailer—$5.00 per day 
Wood Splitter—$10.00 per day 

You can also borrow many of our gadgets: 
Laminator, recording VHS to DVD player, Laptop, 
tablet, digital photo scanner, convert photos, slides 

or negatives to digital, record records to USB 

Orbost Solar and Electrical 

Happy to come to our area and comes highly 

recommended by the Tubbut Neighbourhood 

House 

Call Ben on 0434038395 

Delegate Multi Purpose Service  
Craigie St, Delegate 
 
Wellness Clinic 
Monday  9am –10am  
Every week except public holidays. 
No appointment necessary. 
A clinic where well people come for health 
monitoring and a variety of nursing procedures such 
as : 
   Wound care 
   Blood pressure readings 
   Blood sugar readings 
   Non-urgent and pre-operative Electrocardiograms          
   Health Assessments 
   Suture or clip removal 
   Injections with Doctors written orders 
   Other procedures that do not require a Doctor 
 
Pathology clinic (conducted by Pathology 
West) 
 
Wednesday 9.30am—10.30am  
No appointment necessary. 
Every week except public holidays. 
 
Women’s Health Clinic 
4th Thursday of the month at Delegate MPS 
Phone 1800 999 880 for an appointment 
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Hi all from your team at the Neighbourhood House, still not a lot happening here other than keeping everyone 
moving with Border Passes and the usual office stuff, but with the restrictions easing slowly we do hold hope that 
we will be able to get back to some sort of NORMAL (whatever that looks like ) soon. 
We have been doing our Bonang Days every second Thursday and enjoying the change of scenery and the new 
faces occasionally, looking forward to being able to run some classes when we are allowed to. We have been 
brainstorming a few but would love to hear your ideas as well. The wheels have started turning in regard to the 
School buildings and we will keep the Community updated as this progresses.  
 
Some of you may have seen the front page of the Snowy Mail 16th September for those of you that haven't below 
is some good news about the Bonang Road, let’s hope  that it all goes ahead. 
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Recreational Assistant 

BIO 

Hello my name is Shelly McLaren. I will be your local Recreational Assistant for the next year. The 

Deddick Valley Isolated Community Group, the Tubbut Neighbourhood House and myself will be 

working together to set up projects and activities which have the communities at heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The projects will have community input as much as possible. Giving feed back and suggesting ideas for 

these projects is what I would love to hear from you all. So if you have an idea for your town, group, or 

even your own personal interests I am happy to talk to you about them. My email is 

shelly.r.mclaren@gmail.com and you can call me on 03 51540147  

News from our Outreach Nurse 
 

I have loved living in Goongerah since 2002.  Been an active member in 
numerous organisations and community groups. My interests are 
environmental restoration, self-sufficiency and bringing communities 
together. I realise I have not met all of you but am looking forward to 
developing meaningful relationships in this new role.  
I will be aiming to engage with everyone across all communities in the 
Errinundra to Snowy District 

Update from Birgit Outreach Nurse and MH   
I’ve signed up for a series of seminars on latest Research 
updates on herbal treatments for Trauma, Stress, 
Depression and Anxiety. They are great treatments in 
combination with Talk Therapy and other counselling 
strategies, or on their own for folk who don’t enjoy talking all 
that much. 
Give me a call on 0491 090 452 or email me 
Birgit.Schaedler@orh.com.au if you would like to know more 
about the benefits of both herbal treatments and counselling. 
I’d be glad to help. 

 

The office of the Inspector General for Emergency is 

posting me out a bunch of Questionnaires with reply paid 

envelopes to distribute to community members who prefer 

a paper copy over an online questionnaire. So don’t be 

surprised if I knock on your door over the next few weeks. 

The link should be out by the time the Tattler comes out. 

mailto:shelly.r.mclaren@gmail.com
mailto:Birgit.Schaedler@orh.com.au


Jarrod Ruch– Bio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
My partner is Aminya Hepp, who grew up in this area, specifically in Cabanandra and Goongerah. I have two 
adult children Felix and Charlotte, both live here in Goongerah at least some of the time. 
In my part time role of Community Outreach Assistant I am hoping to assist the Errinundra to Snowy districts in 
community development by bringing my experience and passion of working with the community to build 
community. I have a vision to see a 'back to the land' movement based on regenerative culture and practices 
where our abandoned towns are filled with people of all ages.  Where young families feel drawn to this area to 
raise their children and settle down. In the past, families who reach high school age have been forced to abandon 
their land for 8 to 10 years and few ever return. As a result there are many empty properties across our district 
owned by absent land holders who hold onto the land but never intend on moving back onto it. If we were able to 
arrange lifelong learning opportunities, based in our  telecentre  facilities, people of all ages could access learning 
resources, families could stay and towns and communities could remain viable.   
  
I would like to see small innovative businesses thrive and where the enormous opportunities presented by nature 
based tourism are tapped into to bring the wealth of the cities into our small communities. Nature deficit disorder 
is a real thing and many city folk are needing to get out of the cities and experience nature. Our mountains and 
forests are the perfect place to undertake this regenerative practice. 
 
I see my role as supporting the various remote communities to access varied opportunities for funding, to build 
community viability and resilience. To connect community members with the various outreach and service 
providers who can offer support and funding. I will assist in sourcing grants to achieve these goals and the goals of 
individuals who could utilise funding opportunities.  I have a long history of building community capacity in the 
many roles I have undertaken throughout my career, and hope to be able to communicate effectively with people 
of all backgrounds and cultural differences. What we need now is a regenerative, positive outlook for our district 
and I hope to bring my passion and purpose to the position to assist in achieving this goal. 
 
I started my career at age 16 with a horticultural apprenticeship, working within Local Government. At 19 I was 
offered the trade position of indigenous plant nursery manager for the City of Munno Para in Adelaide, SA. I also 
purchased my first small farm on the outskirts of the Barossa Valley where I began to practice the design 
principles of Permaculture and the gift economy. In and around the town of Kapunda I planted over a million 
native trees. At 23, I was offered a position as a project manager for a skills training program in the South East 
district of SA, in a small remote farming community called Wrattonbully. On a 100 acre ‘soldier settler’ farm I led 
a staff of 90 local unemployed folk and together we developed employment skills in woodlot forestry, feral proof 
fencing, indigenous plant nursery propagation, revegetation, established 4 vineyard blocks, a commercial apple 
block, a floriculture block and grazed merino sheep. 
 
I then worked as senior horticulturalist for the prestigious Grant Burge vineyard estates throughout the Barossa 
Valley. When I moved to Victoria at the beginning of 2000 I took the role of senior horticulturist for the Diggers 
Garden Club, based at Heronswood gardens on the Mornington Peninsula where I had the dual role of managing 
the Heronswood gardens as well as Seed manger. This saw me also travel central Vic to contract growers and I 
managed the Diggers Heritage farm on an intensive commercial seed production garden, near Seymour. 
 
My most recent role was in an executive position working to lead three teams in one of the most profitable nature 
based tourism ventures in the state, the Peninsula Hot Springs. I still work there in a consultant level assisting in 
improving environmental efficiencies,food production planning and in an educational role.   

Community Outreach Assistant 

In 2001 I purchased a small parcel of land in Goongerah from Jill Redwood, and 
raised my kids there until they reached high school. At which time, after owner 
building and setting up a small vegetable seed business, we were forced to leave 
our little permaculture farm due to no viable high school options. I took up the 
role as Senior Heritage Ranger at the Briars in Mt Martha. For 8 years I lived and 
worked on the Mornington Peninsula and travelled back to Goongerah every 
month or so to maintain the farm. I moved back permanently to Goongerah last 
November 21, the same day the lightning started the fires at W-Tree. The fires 
devastated so much of the iconic rainforests that once surrounded Goongerah. It 
also burnt my sheds and fences, but my dwellings and gardens mostly survived. 
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Tonghi 
Over the past few years people have asked me about Tonghi the last full blood known in the district. He 
came to Bendoc in the late 1880’s when Constable Ryan was at the Police Station. 
 
The only knowledge of where he came from was near the coast. Tonghi could only explain on his arrival in 
Bendoc (at the age of 15 or 16, from a small tribe) that the cattle farmers had shot all his tribe including his 
mother. He was on his way to Currawong where there was then another tribe of Aborigines. 
When he got to Bendoc there were gold diggers, possum skin traders and Tonghi only wanted 
“BAKKA” (tobacco) for his pipe and he would go to the miners for “BAKKA”. At one stage he came along 
with two unskinned possums and said to me “for Bakka”. Then the skins were worth 3/- or 4/- and a plug of 
tobacco (4oz) would only be 1/-. As he got older and more experienced he became a professional wombat 
hunter. ( for food). He’d select a patch of them and camp near them until they were finished. 
 
He used to collect them by putting dogs up in the burrow as far as he could then with his ear to the ground 
he would know exactly where the wombat was, then he would dig with a sharp stick, - a round hole 14” 
across down to the wombat and drive the stake through the wombat and pull him up to the surface. To this 
day there are hundreds of holes above wombat burrows still existing around Bendoc behind Richards Mill 
and up Delegate Hill opposite the pub.  
 
On a visit to Bendoc for the centenary, the youngest Ryan’s mother used to tell of Tonghi. One of the 
funniest was every time he went to Mrs Ryan’s ( the Constable’s wife) in the 1880’s/90’s he would ask for 
“Klismass pudding” no matter what time of the year. Charlie Dudley the publican would feed him too. He 
lived anywhere and slept on the ground around Bendoc mostly.  He’d pull a sheet of bark off a tree for 
“gungah” on days when it was raining heavily. Windle’s Uncle saw him take a sheet of bark off a tree and 
asked him why he didn’t build a gungah on a fine day. Tonghi replied: “me no want im on a fine day.” 
  
Every so often he would give a demo on boomerang throwing in any cleared ground. 
ONE DAY HE WAS MISSING, Mr Windle (Jack’s dad) found him dead under a tree where a limb had 
broken off in Windle’s paddock. Now the gully is called “Tonghi Gully”.  
 
He was taken to the court house ( opposite the present pub), where he was identified, then taken to a small 
cemetery a mile west of Bendoc. A reliable stockman would report Tonghi’s dogs were seen in the bush for 
some time after.  
 
Story told to Colin Handley by a Bendoc resident. 
From the Local Rag December 1982.  

 



The Local Rag—continued  
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From March 1982. 

Left– March 1982.      Above –May 1980. 
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Inquiry Phase 1 - Update 
On 31 July 2020, Inspector-General Tony Pearce delivered his report to government on Phase 1 of the independent Inquiry.  

 

The report - Inquiry into the 2019–20 Victorian Fire Season: Phase 1 – Community and Sector Preparedness for and Response to the 

2019–20 Fire Season - was tabled by leave in Parliament on 18 September 2020. 

 

Government is now considering the report.  

 

Under the provisions of the Emergency Management Act, arrangements for the release of the Inspector-General's Fire Season Inquiry 

reports are at the discretion of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. 

 

IGEM will make the Inquiry Report, the associated 'Review of 10 years of emergency management reform', together with government’s 

response, available from www.igem.vic.gov.au upon the approval of the minister. 

 

Where permitted, IGEM has now published submissions received under Phase 1 on its website.  

 

Inquiry Phase 2 - Relief and Recovery 
Phase 2 of the Inquiry is underway and we encourage anyone affected by the fires to consider providing feedback on the relief and 

recovery aspects associated with the fires. 

 

Over coming months, we’ll be offering a range of ways to participate and provide feedback. These will be promoted through local outlets 

and social media. You can share your views through: 

making an online submission 
taking the online survey 

 requesting a hard copy or telephone survey by calling 0409 249 054 

 emailing igem@igem.vic.gov.au 
mailing Inspector-General for Emergency Management, GPO Box 4356, Melbourne VIC 3000. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to Phase 1 of the Inquiry for your willingness to provide your experiences, and we  look forward 

to staying in touch over the coming months as we focus on Phase 2 – relief and recovery.  

 

For further information please contact Anne-Louise Lindner, Community Engagement Advisor on 0409 249 054 or email Anne-

Louise.Lindner@igem.vic.gov.au  

 

News from the Departments 

RECCONSTRUCT are offering FREE Solar Systems and installation  to Community based organisations who have 
infrastructure that is located in bushfire affected  regions and have been adversely affected by the bushfires. 
 
CRITERIA 
                 : Community organisations refer to not-for-profit bodies such as sporting clubs, schools, hospitals and charities. 
Other community based assets which may be Council owned such as town community centres are also eligible. 
                 : Rooftop solar system refers to a single system including premium REC Alpha series panels, framing and inverter, 
of an average size of approximately 6.5kw. The actual size to be installed may be tailored to suit individual requirements and 
is at the complete discretion of the assessment team. 
                 : Bushfire affected region refers to any location within Australia that was within close proximity of bushfires in the 
summer of 2019-2020. A list of Local Government Areas fitting this criteria is on the website. 
                  : Negatively affected  organisations are those that have had infrastructure directly destroyed or damaged or 
suffered a negative impact to revenues as a result of the fires, for example through lost sponsorship, patronage or 
membership.  
 
Broadly, allocations will be made on a first come, first served basis. That being said, the assessment team will endeavour to 
approve applicants from a broad spread of affected regions and priority will be afforded to those originating from the worst 
affected regions. For more information and application forms please visit info@reconstruct.net.au  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__vic.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D268d5471d8b6b2c0ed4834ce9-26id-3Df234f0bedb-26e-3Ddce31cf8b2&d=DwMFaQ&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=QukCLr8pYLSt-nBw5EXdMtH2l7pPa5h-l4ZMnqn07U4dW_f5pcOtgZHvNbXZ3fPb
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__vic.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D268d5471d8b6b2c0ed4834ce9-26id-3De592a48766-26e-3Ddce31cf8b2&d=DwMFaQ&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=QukCLr8pYLSt-nBw5EXdMtH2l7pPa5h-l4ZMnqn07U4dW_f5pcOtgZHvNbXZ3fPb
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__vic.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D268d5471d8b6b2c0ed4834ce9-26id-3D843b496eb7-26e-3Ddce31cf8b2&d=DwMFaQ&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=QukCLr8pYLSt-nBw5EXdMtH2l7pPa5h-l4ZMnqn07U4dW_f5pcOtgZHvNbXZ3fPb
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__vic.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D268d5471d8b6b2c0ed4834ce9-26id-3D83a7f24a68-26e-3Ddce31cf8b2&d=DwMFaQ&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=QukCLr8pYLSt-nBw5EXdMtH2l7pPa5h-l4ZMnqn07U4dW_f5pcOtgZHvNbXZ3fPb
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__vic.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D268d5471d8b6b2c0ed4834ce9-26id-3D8cf177ad09-26e-3Ddce31cf8b2&d=DwMFaQ&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=QukCLr8pYLSt-nBw5EXdMtH2l7pPa5h-l4ZMnqn07U4dW_f5pcOtgZHvNbXZ3fPb
mailto:Anne-Louise.Lindner@igem.vic.gov.au
mailto:Anne-Louise.Lindner@igem.vic.gov.au
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If you need an essential item or service ask us 
about our No Interest Loans (NILS) program.  
 
Anglicare Victoria in Gippsland offers No 
Interest Loans (NILS) to help people on low 
incomes (including Centrelink) pay for 
medical and dental expenses, orthotics, 
mobility scooters and wheelchairs.  
 
NILS can also help with household items like 
fridges, laptops, TVs, mattresses, or car 
related items such as car repairs or car regos. 
 
Loans are available up to $1,500 with NO 
interest, NO fees and NO charges ever − so 
you pay back exactly what you borrow. To 
find out more, contact us, Anglicare 
Gippsland, at 
nils.gippsland@anglicarevic.org.au  or call 
1800 286 260. 

 
  Parks Victoria 

  Phone 13 1963 
  engage@parks.vic.gov.au 

  www.parks.vic.gov.au 

  

Hazardous tree removal Shipwreck Creek 
Campground - Croajingolong National Park 
Vital safety works underway. 
 
28 September 2020:   Parks Victoria’s will be removing burnt 
and hazardous trees from visitor areas throughout the 
Croajingolong National Park, in particular, the Shipwreck Creek 
Campground and day visitor areas. 
Arborists assessments have prioritised high visitation areas to 
ensure our visitors safety including walking tracks, roads, 
campgrounds and other visitor facilities. 
Fire impacted trees can be quite dangerous, with the potential 
for limbs/branches to fall without notice. 
The severely damaged trees will be removed and mulched to 
stabilise the fire affected soil, while lesser impacted trees will be 
pruned. 
Outside of the campground and visitor areas, the fire adapted 
trees will be left to regenerate to provide habitat for birds and 
other species.  
Future works will focus on reinstating signage, installing fencing 
to protect significant areas of revegetation, continuing weed 
management to stop invasive plants and pest animal control. 
The tree removal work is expected to be completed by mid-
November, with operations following strict public health 
measures to slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). 
The works are part of Parks Victoria’s state-wide recovery 
program, which is prioritising visitor safety and rebuilding 
bushfire damaged infrastructure in parks and reserves. 
 

mailto:nils.gippsland@anglicarevic.org.au
mailto:engage@parks.vic.gov.au
http://www.parks.vic.gov.au
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 Snakes slither into spring  
As the days become warmer, snakes are starting to emerge from their winter hibernation to bask in the sun 
and search for food and a mate.  
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) Senior Wildlife Management Officer, Lachlan 
Clarke: “Sunny weather also means it’s more likely people will encounter a snake.”  
“Snake species commonly found in Gippsland include the Red-bellied Black Snake, Eastern Brown, Tiger 
Snakes and Lowland Copperheads  
“These four species are venomous, but it is rare for them to bite people. Most snake bites occur when people 
try to capture or kill a snake.  
“Snakes can be known to bite animals, such as dogs, if they feel threatened. If your dog or cat encounters a 
snake, the best course of action is to remove your pet from the area or tie it up while the snake passes and if 
you suspect your pet has been bitten take it to a vet immediately.  
“Snakes are generally very shy and prefer to keep away from people and often when a snake is found in a 
backyard it’s because it’s moving through the area to other habitat.  
“Being aware that snakes may be around and being informed about how to react to them is very important at 
this time of year,” Mr Clarke said. If you live in an area with snakes, please remember:  
• When left alone, snakes present little or no danger to people.  

• If you see a snake, keep calm and move yourself and anyone with you (including pets) away from the area.  

• Don't attempt to capture or harm snakes. Instead call DELWP on 136 186 for further advice.  

• Maintain lawns and clean up around your house, as snakes are attracted to shelter such as piles of rocks and 
timber, sheets of metal, and building materials.  

• Undertake first aid training and ensure your first aid kit contains several compression bandages, and if 
someone is bitten, call 000 immediately.  
 
Snakes are protected under the Wildlife Act 1975 and it is illegal to capture, harm, or kill them. Reports of 
people wilfully destroying protected wildlife will be investigated accordingly.  

 
 DELWP Weekend Media Contact Number is 03 9637 8243 www.delwp.vic.gov.au | Follow us on Twitter: 
@DELWP_Vic |  

Eastern Brown 
Photo credit—Rene Martens 

Lowland Copperhead 
Photo credit—Nick Clemann 

Tiger 

Eastern Brown 

Red Bellied Black 
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News from the Departments 
YACVic is committed to youth participation and co-design.  
We currently have applications open for young people 12-25 from Eastern Victoria to join our bushfire recovery working group.  

Are you aged 12-24 and currently living in rural and regional part of eastern Victoria which was impacted by the 2020 fires? 
Are you passionate about your community and supporting those around you? 
Are you interested in developing and supporting opportunities for young people to be included in the recovery, and rebuilding 

process.   
All the information is available here : https://www.yacvic.org.au/get-involved/are-you-12-to-25/bushfire-recovery-working-group/ 

  
 Ability to participate in six online meetings between October 2020 and May 2021. 

Meetings will last approximately two hours. 
All meetings and events are accessible and inclusive.  
Support is provided  during all meetings and events so that you can participate in a way that works best for you.   
There will also be extra opportunities for members of the working group to facilitate and lead local events.  
Training and support in facilitation and leading sessions will be supplied. 
This is a volunteer opportunity, where you'll be given a honorarium payment of $35.00 per hour for your time preparing and attending 

meetings. 
Applications close Wednesday 30 November 11.59.pm You’ll be notified of the outcome by Wednesday 7 October.   
Completing the online application form. 
Questions: Contact Derm on 0408674738 or dryan@yacvic.org.au  

  
  
Derm Ryan  
Manager, YACVic Rural  
Pronouns: He/ him/ his  
Youth Affairs Council Victoria 
Level 2, 235 Queen Street, Melbourne, VIC 3000 Mainline 0437 088 384|  Derm’s mobile 0408 674 738 | dryan@yacvic.org.au 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.yacvic.org.au_get-2Dinvolved_are-2Dyou-2D12-2Dto-2D25_bushfire-2Drecovery-2Dworking-2Dgroup_%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3DJnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q%2
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__forms.office.com_Pages_ResponsePage.aspx-3Fid-3DIRE-5FrwlzMEq-5FHGm-5FSxccWBt94VR-2DhUxFpfxl-5FEqehT9URVZHM0I1WFI1WkZYMzFPNlZaSDdGV1JLVy4u%2
mailto:dryan@yacvic.org.au
mailto:dryan@yacvic.org.au
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Your rates are based on property valuations 

Thursday 17 September 
East Gippsland Shire Council have recently issued the 2020/21 Valuation and Rate Notices. 
  
Council, in recognition of the financial impact of the 2019/20 bushfires and the COVID-19 pandemic, adopted a zero 
increase in rates and municipal charges to be raised for this financial year. However, this does not mean everyone’s rates 
will stay the same. Ratepayers may see a change (decrease or increase) in the rates raised for their individual property 
and this will depend largely on their property valuation, which is determined independently of Council by the Valuer-
General Victoria. 
 
 Rates are based on the capital improved value (CIV) of each property calculated by the rate in the dollar (set each 
year by Council as part of the annual budget) together with a fixed component being the Municipal Charge. 
 Council uses a differential rating system and the differential rating system means there is a different rate in the dollar for 
different property types or categories (residential, commercial/industrial or farm). 
 Council offers a range of rate payment options. Visit our website, refer to the reverse side of your rate notice or call us for 
more details. If you choose to pay by instalments, the first instalment is due by 30 September. 
 
 Acting Chief Executive Officer Ms Fiona Weigall said rate notices are issued by the ratepayer’s chosen method of 
delivery: electronic through BPay View, email and standard postal mail delivery. 
 “Included with the rate notice this year is a hard waste voucher, a Raymond Island ferry pass and the rates information 
brochure. Details on what the vouchers can be used for is listed on the voucher,” Ms Weigall said. 
 “The rates brochure includes frequently asked questions, payment options and methods, and a breakdown on how rate 
revenue is used to deliver services and infrastructure across the municipality,” she said. 
 “Anyone who considers that they might find it difficult to pay their rates by the due date is encouraged to contact us to 
discuss alternative payment arrangements. There are several ways we may be able to assist, including an arrangement to 
pay that is tailored to your situation, however it is important you contact us and have a discussion.” 
 If you have not received your notice please contact us for a copy, at no charge. 
 
  
 
Objecting to your valuation: 
Ratepayers have the right to object to the property valuations or the Australian Valuation Property Classification Code 
(AVPCC) as shown on their notice. Valuation objections must be received by 4 November. Ratepayers who wish to object, 
need to contact Council to discuss their concerns and get the appropriate form. 
 
  
 
Requesting a review of your rating classification: 
Ratepayers can request a review of the rating classification as shown on their notice. 
 Farmers should pay attention to the rating classification to ensure the reduced farm rate differential has been applied. 
Farm rate application forms are available on Council’s website. Applications must be received by 31 December. 
 Farmers who have more than one farming property may also be entitled to exemptions from some charges. These 
ratepayers should contact Council to ensure that they are achieving all their entitlements. 
Applications for Single Farming Enterprise exemptions must be received by 31 December. 
 
  
 
 
Payment arrangements: 
Council understands that ratepayers may experience periods of financial hardship due to circumstances beyond their 
control. Council officers are committed to working with ratepayers to put a plan in place for paying any overdue amounts. 
The important first step is contacting Council as soon as possible. 
 Anyone experiencing financial hardship can apply for assistance that may result in a waiver of interest charges, to assist 
in reducing their rates debt. 
 
This is particularly important as interest is applied to unpaid rates and charges. Interest is calculated daily and is currently 
charged at 10 per cent.  Payments made after the due date, including late instalment payments, will incur interest on the 
outstanding amount, from the date the payment was due. 
 
 
 Council has customer service centres in Bairnsdale, Lakes Entrance, Mallacoota, Omeo, Orbost and Paynesville. The 
opening hours of these offices will vary depending on COVID-19 restrictions, however contact by telephone on (03) 5153 
9500 is available Monday to Friday between 8.30am and 5.00pm 
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Young Victorians head to shearing school to help tackle the national shearer shortage 
 
Shearing is a tough job, but many young Victorians are travelling from far and wide to learn the skill. 
 
The central Victorian town of Wedderburn has seen a record number of shearing and wool-handling students sign up for the 
Wedderburn Shearing School this season. The number of classes has doubled to accommodate enrolments, with students 
coming from regions across the state. Stuart Neal has been an instructor on the shearing floor for the past 35 years and says 
this year's students at the shearing school are some of the best he has seen. We don't expect them to go and get a job shearing 
next Monday, but they've got the basics to go out there and pick up a bit of wool and be a wool handler, and they might be 
able to crutch a few sheep for someone. News of shearer shortages nationwide, because of COVID-19 cross-border closures 
between states and countries, had pushed a lot of young people in the area to put their hands up to help. There's been a bit on 
Facebook and a bit here and there about a shortage of shearers, and next thing an extra five people rang up on the Monday 
[to enrol], and before you knew it, there were 12 on the waiting list. Sixteen-year-old local Robbie Last is one of those 
students and wants to learn how to shear so he can help out his parents on the farm. "The goal is to shear a whole sheep by 
the end of the day, but yeah, we're learning different parts at a time, but Robbie said shearing was not as easy as he thought it 
would be, it's a bit harder than it looks. 
 
Loss of New Zealand shearers: 
 
 Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) livestock chair Leonard Vallance said he had noticed an increased uptake in the number 
of people who want to enter the shearing industry this year. In the past few years it’s been a bit slow in the shearer training 
and wool-handler classes. But in The Mallee region this year, there was 16 graduates for wool handling — before that they 
hadn't seen a graduate for about 20 years. Mr Vallance said despite the rise in students this season, he remained concerned 
about the shortage of shearers. He says the loss of New Zealand shearers — farmers rely on at least 500 shearers from across 
the Tasman every spring — is having an enormous impact on the industry in the short-term. The industry is holding its 
breath at the moment and hoping they can actually manage things. We're optimistic that shearers may well be able to come to 
Australia from overseas in the near future, because there is a definite shortage of shearers at this point in time. 
 
 Animal welfare concerns :  
 
Mr Vallance is also concerned about flystrike in the coming months — parasitic flies that lay eggs on soil, farmers like to get 
their sheep cleaned up [shorn] before the heat starts and the blow flies get into the sheep and start to impact on animal 
welfare. The death toll from flystrike could be quite substantial and have a devastating effect on individual farmers if they're 
not able to shear their sheep on time. He said a silver lining to the lack of shearers was the rise in young blood in the industry 
that were keen to help. It's a good thing for local employment and young people that want to have gainful work in a job that's 
fairly hard work, but the money is good if you work hard. The death toll from flystrike could be quite substantial and have a 
devastating effect on individual farmers if they're not able to shear their sheep on time. 
 
Article from ABC Rural News 28/9/2020. 

Shearer Shortage 
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