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The Tubbut Tattler is produced by the Coordinators of the Tubbut Neighbourhood House 
which is funded by the Victorian Government. Material herein is the responsibility of the 
authors and does not represent the views of the DVICG or Tubbut Neighbourhood House 
unless stated. We welcome material from, and of interest to, people in the border areas of 
East Gippsland and NSW.  
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CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Available for cleaning (only) 
Contact Natasha 64588162 or 0408477774 

Advertising is free to local residents 

 WANTED 

Old crockery of any colour except white, can 
have patterns, can be broken. 

Please contact Sue Collins 64580287 or the NH, 
or leave at the Bonang Hall. 

These will be used to Mosaic the Pizza Oven at 
Bonang. 

 

Septic getting full? 
Robert Hampshire will pump out your loo. Septic tanks, 
porta-loos— no problems Truck has capacity to handle 2 

tanks/trip Phone:  0417423983  
Please keep your old glass bottles for Robert too as he is 

a passionate collector. 

 Bobcat contractor for hire 
Slashing, clearing, small earthworks, levelling, 

preparation for sheds, carports, water tanks and paving 
and clean ups 

Ring  Steve 0407190258 or email 
stephenscroope@bigpond.com 

Tattler Contributions:  We welcome your articles, 
news, reports on local groups, photos from local 
events, milestones, interesting stories, poems, 

biographies, births, deaths, historical items, and 
more.   We also welcome any letters to the editors,  

Available for parties and anything—Tubbut  
pizza oven (Bonang Hall also has one available 

for public hire 

FOR HIRE 
 

The Tubbut Neighbourhood House has the 
following for Hire: 

Trailer—$5.00 per day 
Wood Splitter—$10.00 per day 

You can also borrow many of our gadgets: 
Laminator, recording VHS to DVD player, Laptop, 
tablet, digital photo scanner, convert photos, slides 

or negatives to digital, record records to USB 

Orbost Solar and Electrical 

Happy to come to our area and comes highly 

recommended by the Tubbut Neighbourhood 

House 

Call Ben on 0434038395 

Delegate Multi Purpose Service  
Craigie St, Delegate 
 
Wellness Clinic 
Monday  9am –10am  
Every week except public holidays. 
No appointment necessary. 
A clinic where well people come for health 
monitoring and a variety of nursing procedures such 
as : 
   Wound care 
   Blood pressure readings 
   Blood sugar readings 
   Non-urgent and pre-operative Electrocardiograms          
   Health Assessments 
   Suture or clip removal 
   Injections with Doctors written orders 
   Other procedures that do not require a Doctor 
 
Pathology clinic (conducted by Pathology 
West) 
Wednesday 9.30am—10.30am  
No appointment necessary. 
Every week except public holidays. 
 
Women's Health Clinic 
4th Thursday of the month at Delegate MPS 
Phone 1800 999 880 for appointment 



News From Tubbut Neighbourhood House 
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Neighbourhood House Bonang Days 
 
The Neighbourhood House is planning on operating from Bonang once a fortnight from 9:00am –
3:00pm  starting on the 9th of July. We will be coinciding with the Library Bus visits, when it is 
finally back on the road. We are looking at running some classes such as Glass Jewellery making in our 
new Microwave Kilns, Silk Painting, Card Making, Macramé, Scented Candle Making, or you can bring 
some wool and we can have a crotchet or knitting session. Please if you have any other ideas on things 
you would like us to do just give us a call at the Neighbourhood House on 0264580295 or flick us an 
email; tubbutnh@iinet.net.au we would love to hear from you. 

Our next Community lunch day will be the 16th of July 
 at the Tubbut Supper Room. 

 We will be having pizzas from our awesome pizza oven, please bring any of 
your favourite toppings we will provide bases and basic toppings. 

Casual Light Yoga  
We have a casual yoga session running most Saturdays at the Bonang Hall starting at 10am and 
running for an hour.  BYO mat and blanket 
The cost is $10 which is kindly donated back to the community by our instructor. So far we have raised 
enough money to  purchase a CD player for the Bonang Hall. 
Check with the Neighbourhood house to see if a class is running, as it’s a casual class it depends on 
people coming and the availability each week of our instructor. 

A reader kindly informed us that the article  “Rogue Horse Traps Women” (in our last Tattler ) came from the  
Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Wednesday 9 October 1974, page 3. Thank you Lois 

Happy people with full bellies after our first 
community lunch for the year. 

There are still bottles of drinking water in the shed beside 
the Bonang Hall if anyone is in need. 

Something to tickle your funny bone !! 
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Outreach Nurse 



Local News  
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The Local Rag  

The Local Rag Issue 7 1979  
6 

This has mystified Lisa and I can someone please explain ? 



News from the Shire 

128036 
132798 
170596 
247495 
257669 
274797 
376203 
389980 
400950 
414663 
438795 
456405 
466855 
473829 
488671 

Number search answer 

489151 
524548 
606563 
608607 
626528 
638358 
658582 
689972 
782657 
826867 
855033 
865664 
868369 
954445 
989895 

  Number search Puzzle Find the numbers in the list on the left. The numbers can be in any direction: 
backwards, forwards, up, down or diagonally. 
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News from the Departments  



News from the Departments  
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The readers of the Tubbut Tattler might be interested in the results of our latest monitoring work where 
we surveyed many sites that were burnt in December 2019 and January 2020, and the positive news 
about our Long-footed Potoroos and other wildlife! 
For five weeks across April and May the Southern Ark team had cameras out in the bush at 82 sites that 
had detected Long-footed Potoroos just before the fires, in October-November 2019, with the aim being 
to see if any potoroos had survived the fires.  There was a lot of discussion in the media about Long-
footed Potoroos, and their ability to survive when the fires were so widespread and intense.  We have to 
remember that Long-footed Potoroos are only found in Victoria, and are listed internationally as 
Endangered, so massive fires could potentially have resulted in their extinction. 
The fantastic news was that the camera-trapping survey revealed that we still had Long-footed Potoroos 
at 47 of the 82 sites, or around 57% of the sites that they were detected at pre-fire.  They were also 
detected right across their known distribution in Far East Gippsland, rather than in a little pocket, 
which makes it much more likely that they will be able to re-populate the forest as it starts to recover. 
Some cameras photographed multiple potoroos, and it was great to see that there was also evidence of 
on-going breeding, with images of female potoroos with large pouch young.  Potoroos only eat the 
sporocarps (truffles) of native underground fungi, which being buried tend to survive fires well, so there 
was no shortage of food for potoroos immediately after the fire. 
The cameras also recorded the presence of a range of other mammal and bird species. Mountain and 
Common Brushtail Possums were surprisingly detected at 82% of sites post-fire; Superb Lyrebirds were 
detected at 42% of the sites. Common Wombats and Swamp Wallabies were seen at around 47% of the 
cameras.  Long-nosed Bandicoots, Bush Rats, Antechinus and Ringtail Possums also popped up from 
time to time. 
Finding Long-footed Potoroos at well over half of the sites they were detected at pre-fire is both a relief 
and a reward for the consistent and extensive fox control program that preceded the fires. The Southern 
Ark fox baiting program has been significantly re-established, with around 70% of the network now 
being re-baited. Work continues to re-establish the rest of the network. 
The cameras have been relocated to a second series of monitoring sites, where I hope they will continue 
to take more photos of Long-footed Potoroos at more sites. 
Anyone who wants any further information can contact Andy Murray at 
andrew.murray@delwp.vic.gov.au 

Long-footed Potoroos rising from the ashes 
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News from the Departments 
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Supporting A Decade Of Preventing Family 
Violence 
23rd Jun 2020 
The Victorian Government will keep working 
towards a Victoria free from family violence with a 
further three years of support for Our Watch, the 
national foundation for the prevention of violence 
against women and their children. 
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence 
Gabrielle Williams today announced an extra $3 
million over three years to extend the 
Government’s existing seven-year partnership 
with Our Watch to a decade. 
The renewed partnership and support is 
particularly important as the coronavirus 
pandemic continues to disproportionately impact 
women’s work and care responsibilities alongside 
other known gendered drivers of violence against 
women. 
Over the past seven years, the government has 
worked with Our Watch to implement the world-
leading Free from Violence Strategy to Prevent 
Family Violence and All Forms of Violence 
Against Women, and the action plans to make 
sure the strategy is delivered. 
Through respect and equality programs at 
workplaces, sporting clubs and schools, the 
Government and Our Watch have connected with 
communities where they live, work and play to 
better understand the cause of family violence and 
stop it before it starts. 
Our Watch will also continue to work with the 
Government on the Men in Focus program, which 
engages men in the prevention of violence against 
women – focusing on how to apply an 
understanding of the links between dominant 
forms of masculinity and violence against women 
to the real world. 
Quotes attributable to Minister for 
Prevention of Family Violence Gabrielle 
Williams 
“We’re continuing our work with Our Watch to 
build a society where Victorians can live free from 
violence – because there is never an excuse for 
family violence.” 
“All violence against women starts with 
disrespectful behaviour. By recognising, calling 
out and preventing these attitudes, we can all 
play a role in stopping family violence before it 
starts.” 
Quotes attributable to CEO of Our Watch 
Patty Kinnersly 
“The Victorian Government’s continued funding 
shows strong leadership and commitment to 
preventing violence against women and their 
children.” 
“The Government’s commitment is timely given 
the pandemic is exacerbating existing 
socioeconomic inequalities – including gender 
inequality – that create and reinforce the 
gendered drivers of violence against women.” 
  

Lifeline Phone 13 11 14, 24 hours 
Lifeline provides 24-hour crisis support 
and suicide prevention services. 
 

 Older Australian’s COVID-19 Support 
Line 
Phone  1800 171 866, Monday – Friday 
8.30 am – 6 pm 
Offers support to older people who are 
feeling lonely or distressed, troubled, or 
confused, or need to talk to someone about 
their concerns caring for an older person 
during COVID-19. 
 

 Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing 
Support Service 
Phone 1800 512 348, 24 hours  



Dung Beetles hit by bushfires 
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Dung beetle expert predicts severe bush fly problem across NSW 
and Victoria this summer 
ABC Goulburn Murray/ By Allison Jess 
 
A scientist is predicting widespread areas of Australia could have a severe fly problem this summer. 
Insect expert and former CSIRO scientist Dr Bernard Doube said country and urban parts of Australia were likely 
to see more bush flies than usual in the warmer months because populations of a dung beetle that helps control 
the pest had been hit badly in bushfire-affected areas. 
The South Australian-based entomologist from Dung Beetle Solutions, an independent research organisation, 
expects a much-reduced summer dung beetle population this year because those not killed by last summer's fires 
probably starved. 
"Vast areas were largely destocked (of cattle and sheep) in mid-summer and it is most likely that the lack of food 
(dung) for the beetles caused massive mortality amongst the summer beetles," he said.  
"Normally, the summer beetles breed in autumn, are underground over winter and then come out in spring but 
since there was little food for them in autumn, there will, I expect, be very few emerging this coming spring." 
Dr Doube said bush flies bred primarily in cattle dung, but also horse and sheep dung. 
Conditions 'great for flies' 
"In spring, the bush fly breeds rapidly in the high-quality spring dung in southern Australia, but (usually) gets 
clobbered by the summer-active beetles in December, January, in the warm regions and later in the cooler more 
southerly regions," he said. 
"Some places have a spring bush fly problem, others do not. 
"The absence of large numbers of summer beetles means that there will be heaps of good quality dung this spring 
and summer but few dung beetles to bury it — great for bush flies. 
"I predict that there will be a big bush fly problem in NSW and Victoria, including the major town centres. 
"The bush fly can travel hundreds of kilometres in a day if the weather is right. 
"Both city and country areas will, I expect, be badly troubled by bush flies." 
Dr Doube said he was part of the Federal Government's Dung Beetles Ecosystem Engineers project (DBEE) 
surveying beetle populations and he would know by November how severe the bush flies would be. 
'They'll be back' 
Kergunyah beef farmer Belinda Pearce is confident the summer dung beetle will return — eventually — to bushfire
-hit areas of north-east Victoria. 
Ms Pearce, a member of Kiewa Catchment Landcare groups, has managed various dung beetle projects and said 
local farmers had regularly set traps and monitored populations. 
"We know they (the summer species) are in extremely good numbers in the areas that surround the bushfire 
affected areas," she said. 
"It may take a year or two, but I am very confident that the summer beetles will re-establish in the Upper Murray. 
Ms Pearce said if landowners needed help re-establishing beetle populations, citizen science was a great way for 
local community groups to work together. 
"In north-east Victoria there are up to 50 Landcare groups, so it's an opportunity for us to work together and catch 
some beetles and send people a care package," she said. 

Dung beetles not killed by the summer bushfires have probably 
starved due to a lack of livestock, a scientist says.(ABC Rural: 
Hugh Hogan)  

A tray full of active summer dung beetles in north east 
Victoria(Supplied: Belinda Pearce)  

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/goulburnmurray/
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Tip! 
These rich flavours pair beautifully with 
grilled or fried meat and fish. Whip up a 
double batch and freeze the extra in small 
containers for a quick side dish any night of 
the week. Save even more time by using pre 
shredded coleslaw– just avoid mixes with 
carrots if you can. 

The not so 
humble 
cabbage! 

Tip! 

When selecting a green cabbage, go for the ones with 
tight, compact heads. And for a firm stem, rather than 
limp for the freshest taste. 

Thai Curry Cabbage. 



In the Garden 
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Dr Paul Weston, a Senior Research Fellow in Charles Sturt University’s Graham Centre for Agricultural Innovation based in Wagga 
Wagga, explores the vital role played by the flying insects. 

Life without honey bees would be much less interesting and quite different to what we have come to expect. 

Without bees, we would be unable to grow many of the crops that form an important part of our diets because many crop plants are 
dependent on insects for pollination. Almonds, for example, are totally reliant on honey bees for pollination. Many other fruit and 
vegetable crops depend, to a large extent, on honey bees for pollination, including apples, blueberries, avocados, melons, pumpkins, 
squashes, macadamia nuts and others. 

Some of our broadacre crops benefit from the pollination activity of insects as well, including canola, lucerne and cotton. The economic 
value of services provided by insect pollinators has been estimated at $18 billion per annum in Australia, and several hundred billion 
dollars globally. 

But the benefits to society from bees goes beyond pollination. The nectar gathered by honey bees as they pollinate crops is converted to 
honey in the beehive, and pollen stored by bees is also sold as a dietary supplement. Honey production is valued at close to $100 million 
per annum in Australia. Other products harvested from honey bees include royal jelly (a special food fed by worker bees to the queen) and 
beeswax (used for candles, cosmetics and furniture polish, among other things). 

Aside from direct human benefits, the pollination activities of bees play a crucial role in maintaining natural ecosystems. A wide range 
of native flowering plants and trees rely on pollination for their reproduction and very survival, so the presence of bees is vital to 
maintaining ecosystem health. 

Concerns about the health of bees have been raised in recent years as bee colonies have declined across large portions of the planet. The 
number of honey bee colonies declined by roughly 50 per cent in North America and Europe between 1980 and 2010 (although the 
number of colonies has rebounded slightly in the US since then). 

WHAT ARE THE MAIN THREATS TO BEES? 

The decline in honey bee numbers has been attributed to a number of factors, but the precise reason for the decline is unknown. Among 
the more likely culprits are pesticides, pathogens, changes in beekeeping practices, habitat loss and climate change. 

Pesticides used on broadacre crops have been suggested as a causal factor in the decline. Europe has temporarily banned the use of 
neonicotinoid insecticides because they are widely used in broadacre cropping and can be detected in nectar of crop plants visited by 
honey bees. Further, testing the laboratory has shown that sub-lethal doses of neonicotinoid insecticides can disrupt the orientation 
ability of honey bees. However, the association between these insecticides and bee decline is rather weak, especially considering that 
neonicotinoid insecticides are widely used in Australia without the dramatic declines in bee colonies seen overseas. 

A far more likely cause of bee decline is varroa mite, a tiny pest that feeds on bees and their larvae. Locations that have been infested with 
varroa mite have seen substantial declines in honey bee populations. Interestingly, the mite is not established in Australia. It has been 
intercepted in Australian ports on several occasions, but these incursions have been rapidly detected and eliminated. 

The correlation between varroa mite and honey bee decline is not absolute, however, so it is clear that other factors are at play. The 
consensus among entomologists and beekeepers is that a combination of factors are likely contributing to honey bee decline. 

Another threat to honey bees in Australia is bushfire. The recent bushfires in south-eastern Australia took a heavy toll on commercially-
managed honey bees. It is estimated that 9,000 hives were destroyed by the fires in NSW alone, and the bee population of an additional 
80,000 hives was reduced by two-thirds. 

Beyond these immediate losses is the long-term impact of fire damage to the flowering trees that are typically visited by honey bees. Fires 
charred more than 60 per cent of the forest land that served as a source of nectar for honey bees in the fire-stricken areas in NSW, which 
will likely result in a 30-50 per cent reduction in honey production for the next 10 years. 

In light of the many benefits that honey bees bring to our lives, it is clear that these winged wonders need to be celebrated and protected. 
Judicious use of insecticides, vigilance to prevent introduction of varroa mite to Australia, and limiting fire damage to bushland are some 
of the more obvious and impactful steps we can take. 

Homeowners can help by avoiding the application of insecticides to flowering plants when they are blooming. Finally, we can all help by 
purchasing honey from local producers, even if it may cost a bit more than cheaper imported honey. 

Source: CSU 

 
Nature’s bee all and end all: Why ‘Winged wonders’  
must be protected from threats 
researchforagriculture.com.au 
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Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

July 2020 


